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INTRODUCTION 

Zoning is the division of a city into zones or sub-zones (e.g. commercial, residential, industrial, 
institutional, agricultural, forest, etc.) according to present and potential uses of land to maximize, 
regulate and direct their use and development in accordance with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan. 
It takes the form of a locally enacted ordinance which provides, among others, regulations affecting 
uses allowed or disallowed in each zone or sub-zone, conditions for allowing them and procedures on 
evaluating deviations.  
 
Zoning is concerned primarily with the use of land and the control of density of population through 
imposition of building heights, bulk, and open space and density provisions in a given area.  
 
 

1.0 Benefits  
The benefits attributed to zoning are as follows:  

1. Optimized use of land based on, among others, suitability and capability, e.g. use of prime 
agricultural purposes and high value areas for into use urban developments.  

 
2. Promotion of public health and safety through compatible arrangement of various land uses, 

e.g. buffering between residential and industrial zones and through standards for 
environmental protection and conservation.  

 
3. Preservation of desirable character and real estate values of the zone or sub-zone through 

standards intended to facilitate high quality and appropriate developments.  
 

4. Promotion of the rational and orderly growth of the city by employing a system that allows 
the adequate evaluation of development proposals in both public and private lands.  

 

2.0 Legal Basis  
[ƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜƴŀŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƭȅ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ 
of its police powers to make, ordain and establish reasonable laws, statutes or ordinances which 
promote the general welfare. This authority is specified and defined in a number of laws and 
directives.  
 

2.1. 1987 Philippine Constitution:  
 

Article XII, Section 6 
ά¢ƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ōŜŀǊǎ ŀ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀƎŜƴǘǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
common good. Individuals and private groups, including corporations, cooperatives and 
similar collective organizations, shall have the right to own, establish and operate economic 
enterprises subject to the duty of the state to promote distributive justice and to intervene 
ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƎƻƻŘ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎΦέ  

 
Article XIII, Section 1 
ά¢ƘŜ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŀŎǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ 
enhance the right of all the people to human dignity, reduce social and economic 
ƛƴŜǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΧ¢ƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǉǳƛǎition, ownership, use and 
ŘƛǎǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƛƴŎǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦέ  
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нΦнΦ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ нл ƻŦ w! тмслΣ ά¢ƘŜ bŜǿ [ƻŎŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ /ƻŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎέ  
Reclassification of Lands  

1. A city may, through an ordinance passed by the Sanggunian Panlungsod after conducting 
public hearings for the purpose, authorize the reclassification of agricultural lands and provide 
for the manner of their utilization or disposition in the following cases: (1) when the land 
ceases to be economically feasible and sound for agriculture or (2) where the land shall have 
substantially greater economic value for residential, commercial or industrial purposes, as 
determined by the Sanggunian Panlungsod concerned; provided that such reclassification 
shall be limited to the following percentage of total agricultural land area at the time of the 
passage of the ordinance: 

 
a. For Highly Urbanized and Independent Component Cities, fifteen percent (15%);  
b. For Component Cities and First to Third Class Municipalities, ten percent (10%);  
c. For Fourth to Sixth Class Municipalities, five percent (5%)  

 
tǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΣ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ !ƎǊŀǊƛŀƴ wŜŦƻǊƳ [ŀǿΣέ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 
affected by the said reclassification and the conversion of such lands into other purposes shall 
be governed by Section 65 of said Act.  
 

2. The President may, when public interest so requires and upon recommendation of the 
National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA), authorize a city to reclassify lands in 
excess of the limits set in the next preceding paragraph.  
 

3. The local government units shall, in conformity with existing laws, continue to prepare their 
respective Comprehensive Land Use Plans enacted through Zoning Ordinances which shall be 
the primary and dominant basis for the future use of land resources: Provided that the 
requirements for food production, human settlements and industrial expansion shall be taken 
into consideration in the preparation of such plans.  

 
4. Where approval by a national agency is required for reclassification, such approval shall not 

be unreasonably withheld. Failure to act on a proper and complete application for 
reclassification within three (3) months from receipt of the same shall be deemed as approval, 
thereof.  

 
5. An individual land holding within an area already zoned as non-agricultural in the approved 

CLUP and ZO, needs no further reclassification by the SB/SP. Instead, land conversion shall be 
required in accordance with the provisions of RA6657 and EO129-A.  

 

2.3. Section 447 A.2 (VI, VII-IX), Section 448 A.2 (VI) and Section 458  
 
A.2 (VII-IX) of RA7160  
The Sangguniang Panlungsod, as the legislative body of the Municipality, shall: (a) prescribe 
reasonable limits and restraints on the use of property within the jurisdiction of the 
municipality; (b) adopt a Comprehensive Land Use Plan for the Municipality: Provided that the 
formulation, adoption or modification of said plan shall be in coordination with the approved 
Provincial Comprehensive Land Use Plan; (c) reclassify land within the jurisdiction of the 
Municipality, subject to the pertinent provisions of this Code; (d) enact integrated Zoning 
Ordinances in consonance with the approved Comprehensive Land Use Plan, subject to 
existing laws, rules and regulations; establish fire limits or fire zones, particularly in populous 
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centers; and regulate the construction, repair and modification of buildings within said fire 
limits in accordance with the provisions of the Fire Code;  

 

2.4. P.D. 1396 (Amending P.D. 933), creating the Ministry of Human  
Settlements. Renaming the Human Settlements Commission as the Human Settlements 
Regulatory Commission.  
άLǘ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜōȅ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ ƻŦ 
our communities, both rural and urban, in an integrative manner that promotes optimal land 
use, adequate shelter, environmental protection, utilization of appropriate technology and 
rational interdependence among self-ǊŜƭƛŀƴǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦέ  

 

2.5. Letter of Instruction No. 729  
άThe City shall submit their land use plans, enforcement systems and implementing guideline, 
including zoning ordinance to the Ministry of Human Settlement thru the DHSUD for review 
ŀƴŘ ǊŀǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  

 

2.6. Section 5. Executive Order 648, Reorganizing the Human  
Settlements Regulatory Commission  
The Housing and Land Use Regulatory Board (HLURB) shall:  

1. άtǊƻƳǳƭƎŀǘŜ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŀƭƭ 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΦέ  

2. άwŜǾƛŜǿΣ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ƻǊ ŘƛǎŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 
plans and zoning orŘƛƴŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΦέ  

3. άLǎǎǳŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ƻƴ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴ t5Ωǎ bƻΦ оффΣ умрΣ фооΣ фртΣ мнмсΣ моппΣ мофсΣ мрмтΣ [hLΩǎ bƻΦ тмоΣ 
729, 935 and other related laws regulating the use of ƭŀƴŘΦέ  

 

2.7. PD 933 and Executive Order 648, as amended by EO 90, empowering the HLURB to 
review and approve or disapprove land use plans of the city;  
 

The aforesaid laws likewise authorize the DHSUD to prescribe the standards and guidelines 
governing the preparation of land use plans, to monitor the implementation of such plans and 
ǘƻ ŀŘƧǳŘƛŎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ [D¦Ωǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ 
programs.  

 

2.8. Executive Order 72  
This provides for the preparation, review and approval process and implementation of 
Comprehensive Land Use Plans and Zoning Ordinances of local government units pursuant to 
the Local Government Code of 1991 and other pertinent laws.  
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Article I 
 
Title of the Ordinance 
  

Section 1. Title of the Ordinance  
This Zoning Ordinance shall be known as the amended integrated Zoning Ordinance (ZO) of 
the City of Bacolod and shall hereinafter be referred to as the Ordinance or ZO.  

 

Article II 
 
Authority and Purpose 
 

Section 2. Authority 
This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the provisions of the Local Government Code of 1991, 
R.A. 7160 Sections 447, 448 and 458 a.2 (7- фύ ŘŀǘŜŘ мл hŎǘƻōŜǊ мффмΣ ά!ǳǘƘƻǊƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΣ 
through the Sangguniang Panlungsod, to adopt a Zoning Ordinance subject to the provisions 
ƻŦ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƭŀǿǎέ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ƭŀǿǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
Commonwealth Act 141, RA 8550 Fisheries Code, PD 705 Forestry Code, PD 1067Water Code, 
PD 1096National Building Code, and Executive Order No. 72.  

 

Section 3. Purposes 
The ZO is enacted for the following purposes:  
Promote and protect the health, safety, peace, comfort, convenience and general welfare of 
the inhabitants in the City;  
 
Guide, control and regulate the growth and development of public and private lands in 
Bacolod City in accordance with its Comprehensive Land Use Plan (CLUP);  
 
Provide the proper regulatory environment to maximize opportunities for creativity, 
innovation and make ample room for development within the framework of good governance 
and community participation; and  
 
Enhance the character and stability of residential, commercial, industrial, institutional, 
forestry, agricultural, open space and other functional areas within the City and promote the 
orderly and beneficial development of the same.  

 

Section 4. General Zoning Principles  
These Zoning Regulations are based on the principles provided for in the approved 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan as per SP Resolution No. 240 series of  2022 , as follows:  
 

1. ¢ƘŜ hǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀǎ ά²Ŝ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ŀ .ŀŎƻƭƻŘ ǘƘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
honest labor of her sons and daughters; a most competitive, and most livable city 
where business and industry flourish in an atmosphere of peace and fair 
competition; where government serves its people responsibly and with 
ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴŎȅΤ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ Ŏƛǘȅ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ !ǎƛŀ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦέ  

2. The local government unit recognizes that any land use is a use by right but provides 
however that the exercise of such right shall be subject to the review standards of this 
Ordinance;  
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3. ¢ƘŜ hǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǇǳǊ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 
development within a framework of environmental integrity and social responsibility;  

 
4. The Ordinance has been designed to encourage the evolution of high-quality 

developments rather than regulating against the worst type of projects;  
 

5. The Ordinance has been crafted in a manner that is fully responsive to the ever-
changing conditions that the City continually face;  

 
6. The Ordinance functions as a tool for informed decision-making on the part of land 

use administrators by way of providing specific criteria to judge the acceptability of 
developments;  

 
7. The Ordinance provides a direct venue for community empowerment where the 

stakeholders are involved especially in critical development decisions; and  
 

8. The regulations in the Zoning Ordinance are considered as land use management tool 
that is necessary to provide a clear guidance to land development in order to ensure 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƎƻƻŘΦ  

 
 
 

Article III 
 

Definition of Terms 
The definition of the terms used in this Zoning Ordinance shall carry the same meaning given 
to them in already approved codes and regulations, such as but not limited to the National 
Building Code, Water Code, Philippine Environmental Code and other Implementing Rules and 
Regulations promulgated by the Housing and Land Use Regulatory Board. The words, terms 
and phrases enumerated hereunder shall be understood to have the corresponding meaning 
indicated as follows:  

 
Absolute Majority Vote - means that the άƛƴ ŦŀǾƻǊέ ǾƻǘŜǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ рл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

the valid votes. This is also called the 50% + 1 vote.  

Abutment - a supporting or buttressing structure as at the end of a bridge or wall, also that 

part of an arch that takes the thrust or strain.  

Accessory Use - pertains to those that are customarily associated with the Principal Use  

application (such as a garage is accessory to a house).  

Actual Use - refers to the purpose for which the property is principally or predominantly 

utilized by the person in possession of the property.  

Additions, alterations repairs - change in an existing bldg. involving interior work and/or  

Increase or decrease in its area.  

Advertising Sign - an advertisement or sign that is visible from a street, road or public place 

or by passengers carried on any form of public transport.  

AFMA - shall refer to the Agriculture and Fisheries Modernization Act of 1997 or RA 8435.  

Agriculture - the cultivation of the soil, the raising of food crops, breeding and raising of  

livestock, farming, the Science that treats of the cultivation of the soil.  
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Agricultural Activity - per the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Law of 1988 (RA 6657), means 

the cultivation of the soil, planting of crops, growing of fruit trees, raising of livestock, poultry 

or fish, including the harvesting of such farm products, and other farm activities and practices 

performed by a farmer in conjunction with such farming operations done by persons whether 

natural or juridical for food security.  

Agricultural Land - per RA 6657, refers to land devoted to agricultural activity and not 

classified as mineral, forest, residential, commercial or industrial land.  

Agricultural Land Use Conversion - per RA 6657, refers to the process of changing the use  

of agricultural land to non-agricultural uses.  

Agricultural Zone (AGZ) - an area within a city intended for the cultivation of the soil, planting 

of crops, growing of trees, raising of livestock, poultry, fish or aquaculture production, 

including the harvesting of such farm products, and other farm activities and practices 

performed in conjunction with such farming operations.  

Agri-Processing Activities - άǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ǌŀǿ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǎƘŜǊȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ 

into semi-processed or finished products which include materials for the manufacture of food 

and/or non-ŦƻƻŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΣ ǇƘŀǊƳŀŎŜǳǘƛŎŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΦέ ό!Ca!ύ  

Agro-Industrial Zone (AIZ) - an area within a city intended primarily for integrated farm  

operations and related product processing activities such as plantation for bananas, 

pineapple, sugar etc.  

Airspace - a space lying above a certain area of land or water  

Air Rights - a property right to a space above a surface or object  

Alley - a narrow passageway, street, path, or walk, specially, a narrow space for bowling, or 

the Building containing it.  A large playing marble.  

Allowable Uses - uses that conform to those allowed in a specific zone.  

Apartment - a room or suite of 2 or more rooms, designed & intended for, or occupied by one 

family for living sleeping and cooking purposes.  

Apartment house - a house with apartment for five or more families living independently of 

one another and doing their cooking on the premises, but with 1, or more 

entrances common entrances to the apartments.  

Aquaculture Sub-Zone (Aq-SZ) - an area within the Municipal Waters Zone of a city  

ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ άŦƛǎƘŜǊȅ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ forms of raising and culturing fish and other 

ŦƛǎƘŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŦǊŜǎƘΣ ōǊŀŎƪƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎέ όCƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ /ƻŘŜύΦ  

Aquasilviculture -an environment-friendly mangrove aquaculture system, aquasilviculture 

promotes the harmonious co- existence between fishery species and mangrove trees in a 

semi-enclosed system. In many regions, the trainees are taught pen design and construction 

and mud crab culture. The culture system helps in providing alternative livelihood to fisher 

folk while instilling in them the value of coastal protection and maintenance of the ecosystem.  

Arena - an area of activity, interest or competition.  

Aviary - a place for keeping birds.  

 

Bakery - a place for baking bread, cake, etc. A shop where bread, cake, pastry, etc. are sold at 

retail.  

Boulevard - a wide and usually import street, that often has trees, grass, or flowers planted 

down its center or along its sides.  
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Base Flood Elevation - the elevation to which floodwater is expected to reach during flood 

events as calculated by the regional office of the DPWH.  

Base Zones - refers to the primary zoning classification of areas within the City and that are 

provided with a list of allowable uses and regulations on building density and  

 bulk, among others.  

Basic R-2 Sub-Zone (BR2-SZ) - an area within the R-2 Zone of a city where the number of 

allowable storeys/floors above established grade is three (3) and the BHL is 10.00 meters 

above highest grade (NBC).  

Basic R-3 Sub-Zone (BR3-SZ) - an area within the R-3 Zone of a city where the number of 

allowable storeys/floors above established grade is three (3) and the BHL is 10.00 meters 

above highest grade (NBC).  

Billboards Overlay Zone (BB-OZ) - an area in a city designated for the regulated placement  

of billboards.  

Buffer/Greenbelt Zone (B/GZ) - an area within a city that are yards, parks or open spaces 

intended to separate incompatible elements or uses to control pollution/ nuisance and for 

identifying and defining development areas or zones where no permanent structures are 

allowed.  

Building - any structure having a roof supported by columns or walls.  A main building is one 

in which the principal use of the lot, upon which it is situated, is conducted.  Every dwelling in 

a residential district is a main building.  Accessory building is a subordinate building, the use 

of which is incidental and accessory to the principal use on the same lot.  The term building 

includes the term structure.  

Building Accessory - a building subordinate to the main building on the same lot, and use for 

purpose customarily incidental to those of the main building; such as servantΩs quarter, pump, 

garage, house laundry, etc.  

Buildable area - the remaining space in a lot after deducting the required minimum open 

spaces.  

Building Height Limit (BHL) - ǇŜǊ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ /ƻŘŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ άǘƘŜ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ 

ōŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŦƻǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎκ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎΧŀƴŘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 

grade line to the topmost portion of the proposed building/structure. If applicable, the BHL 

may be subject to clearance requirements of the Civil Aviation Authority of the Philippines 

ό/!!tύ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅκǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΦέ .I[ ƛǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 

ŀƭƭƻǿŀōƭŜ ǎǘƻǊŜȅΩǎκŦƭƻƻǊ ŀōƻǾŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘκ ƻǊ ƳŜǘŜǊǎ ŀōƻǾŜ Ƙighest grade.  

Building Line - The Line formed by the Intersection of the outer surface of the enclosing wall 

of the building & the surface of the ground.  

Building main - the principal structure wherein the prime use of the land on which it is situated 

is conducted.  

Built - up Area - a contiguous grouping of ten (10) or more structures.  

Bus terminal - a station or designated place where public utility buses are repaired and  

maintained.  

 

Cemetery/Memorial Park Zone (C/MP-Z) - an area in a city intended for the interment of the 

dead.  

Certificate of Non- Conformance - certificate issued to Owners of non-conforming uses as 

provided in this Zoning Ordinance.  



Page | 9  

 

Central Business District (CBD) - shall refer to areas designated principally for trade, services 

and business purposes.  

Certificate of Zoning Compliance   - a permit issued by the Land Use and Zoning Division of 

the City Planning and Development Office in accordance with the provision of the said 

Ordinance.  

Church/Chapel - a building or house of worship.  

City Planning & Development Coordinator (CPDC) - is referred to as the Zoning Administrator.  

Club (Night/Day) - a house or room reserved for the meetings of organizations of person for 

social interaction or other common subject.  

Club House - the building occupied by the Club.  

Cock Farm - an area of Land Use for raising of cocks.  

Coastal Road - a road along coastal area of the city.  

Class "AAA" Slaughterhouse/Abattoir - those with facilities and operational procedures 

appropriate to slaughter livestock and fowls for sale in any market, domestic or international.  

Class "AA" Slaughterhouse/Abattoir - those with facilities and operational procedures 

sufficiently adequate that the livestock and fowls slaughtered therein is suitable for sale in 

any market within the country.  

Class "A" Slaughterhouse/Abattoir - those with facilities and procedures of minimum 

adequacy that the livestock and the fowls slaughtered therein are suitable for distribution and 

sale only within the city where the slaughterhouse is located.  

Commercial -1 Zone (C1-Z) - a low density commercial area within a city intended for 

neighborhood or community scale trade, service and business activities.  

Commercial-2 Zone (C2-Z) - a medium to high density commercial area within city intended 

for trade, service and business activities performing complementary/supplementary functions 

to the CBD.  

Commercial -3 Zone (C3-Z) - a high density commercial area within a city intended for regional 

shopping centers such as large malls and other commercial and business activities which are 

regional in scope or where market activities generate traffic and require utilities and services 

that extend beyond local boundaries and requires metropolitan level development planning 

and implementation. High rise hotels, sports stadium or sports complexes area also allowed 

in this zone. This zone may also be called as the Central Business District (CBD).  

Commercial Garage - a garage where automobiles and other motor vehicles are housed, cared 

for, equipped, repaired or kept for remuneration, for hire or sale.  

Commercial Stables - a stable wherein the animals are kept for business, racing or breeding 

purposes.  

Community Centre - land used for the provision of social, recreational or educational facilities 

for the local community, but does not include a preschool, primary school, educational 

establishment or indoor recreation center.  

Compatible Uses - different uses capable of existing harmoniously within a zone, e.g. 

Residential and parks and playground uses subject to the conditions stipulated in the Zoning 

Ordinance.  

Comprehensive Land Use Plan (CLUP) - is a technical document embodying specific proposals 

and strategies for guiding, regulating growth and/or development that is implemented 

through the Zoning Ordinance. The main components of the Comprehensive Land Use Plan in 

this usage are the land use plan and sectoral studies including Demography, Ecosystems 
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Analysis (Terrestrial and Coastal), and Special Area Studies such as Climate Change 

Adaptation, Disaster Risk Reduction and Management, Ancestral Domain, Biodiversity, 

Heritage Conservation and Green Urbanism.  

Comprehensive Development Master Plan (CDMP) - a unitary development plan/site plan 

that permits flexibility in planning/urban design, building/structure siting, complementary of 

building types and land uses, usable open spaces for general public uses services and business 

activities and the preservation of significant land features (NBC) and may also be referred to 

as a Master Development Plan. 

Commercial Fishing Sub-Zone (CF-SZ) - an area within the Municipal Waters Zone of city  

where commercial fishing, subject to the provisions of the Fisheries Code, is allowed.  

Condominium - a multi-rise structure usually used for commercial or residential purposes and 

generally owned by the occupants thereof. 

Conflicting Uses - uses or land activities with contrasting characteristics and adjacent to each 

other e.g. residential units adjacent to industrial plants.  

Conforming Use - a use that is in accordance with the zone regulations as provided for in the 

Ordinance.  

Consulting Room - a building or part of a building (not being a hospital) used in the practice 

of a profession by a medical, veterinary or dental practitioner, or a practitioner in any curative 

science, in the provision of medical services, mental, moral or family guidance, but does not 

include a building or part of a building in which animals are kept for fee or reward.  

Corner Lots - situated at the junction of two or more streets forming an angle of 135 degrees.  

Cottage industry - any establishment or firm which conforms to the standards set forth by 

NACIDA.  

Court - a yard or space surrounded by walls or buildings; a level space laid out for playing  

tennis, basketball, squash or similar games; also, a subdivision of the ground so marked.  

Cul-de-sac - a passage open only at one end; blind alley.  

Crematorium - a place where the bodies of dead people are cremated.  

 

Deed Restrictions - written agreements that imposes limitations on the use of property in 

order to maintain the intended character of a neighborhood.  

Delta/Estuary Sub-Zone (D/E-SZ) ς an area within the Municipal Waters Zone of a city 

characterized by a landform at the mouth of a river where it flows into an ocean, sea, estuary, 

lake or reservoir that is formed by deposition of sediments carried by the river.  

Depth of Lot ς The average horizontal distance between the front and the rear lot.  

Development ς  

a) Building work; or  

b) A change in the use of land; or  

c) the subdivision of a lot; or  

District - any area of land w/c may comprise a portion of a block or an entire block or 2 more 

adjacent blocks, an area into which community is divided where specific regulations are 

applicable.  

Dominant Land Use - land use which accounts for at least 70% of the area within 1,000 meters 

radius from the periphery of the lot being applied for.  

Dormitory - a building where many persons are provided with board lodging facilities in 

common halls for a compensation.  
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Dumping site - a lot or land or part thereof used primarily for the disposal by dumping, burial, 

burning or any other means and/or whatsoever purpose of garbage, sewerage, trash, refuse, 

junk, discarded machinery, vehicles, or parts thereof, or waste materials of any kind.  

Dwelling - any building or any portion thereof intended or designed to be occupied, or which 

are occupied for living or residential purposes.  

Dwelling, one family detached - a one-family dwelling having one party wall and two side 

yards.  

Dwelling, one family, semidetached - a one family dwelling as above defined except that it is 

provided with one side yard.  

Dwelling, two family, detached - a house or structure divided into separate and independent 

living quarters by a wall extending from the floor to the ceiling and provided with two side 

yards each portion provides complete living facilities   for one household.  

Dwelling, two family semidetached - a two family. Dwelling as above defined except that it is 

provided with one side yard.  

Dwelling, multiple - a bldg. used as a home or residence of 3 or more families living 

independently from one another, each occupying one or more rooms as a single housekeeping 

unit.  

Easement - open space imposed on any land use/activities sited along waterways, fault lines, 

road-rights-of-way, cemeteries/memorial parks, utilities and the like.  

Electricity Substation -   

a) Works for the conversion, transformation or control of electricity by one or more 

transformers, or by any switch gear or other equipment; or  

b) Any equipment, building, structure or other works ancillary to or associated with 

works referred to in paragraph (a), other than any such works τ  

i. That are mounted on a pole; or  

ii. That are wholly enclosed in a weather-proof enclosure not exceeding 8.5 cubic 

meters; or  

iii. That are incidental to any lawful use of the land which the works are situated.   

 

Elementary School - a school giving a course of education from six to nine years.  

Established Grade - the finish ground level of a proposed development which shall be  

determined according to the provisions of the latest edition of the National Building Code.  

Ecotourism - a form of sustainable tourism within a natural and cultural heritage area where 

community participation, protection and management of natural resources, culture and 

indigenous knowledge and practices, environmental education and ethics, as well as 

economic benefits are fostered and pursued for the enrichment of host communities and the 

ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΦέ ό¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ !Ŏǘ ŀƴŘ 59bw !hнлмо-19 Guidelines on Ecotourism Planning 

and Management in Protected Areas)  

Ecotourism Overlay Zone (ETM-OZ) - an area in a city intended for ecotourism uses.  

Environmentally Constrained Areas - areas prone to natural hazards, such as those related to 

weather, hydrologic, and geologic disturbances. These hazards cover those that are weather 

and water-related, earthquake-induced, volcanic and erosion-related.  

Environmentally Critical Areas - refer to those areas which are environmentally sensitive and 

are listed in Presidential Proclamation 2146 dated December 1981, as follows:  
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a) All areas declared by law as national parks, watershed reserves, wildlife preserves and 

sanctuaries; Areas set aside as aesthetic potential tourist spots;  

b) Areas which constitute the habitat for any endangered or threatened species of 

indigenous Philippine wildlife (flora and fauna);  

c) Areas of unique historic, archaeological, or scientific interests;  

d) Areas which are traditionally occupied by cultural communities or tribes;  

e) Areas frequently visited and/or hard-hit by natural calamities (geologic hazards, 

floods, typhoons, volcanic activity, etc.);  

f) Areas with critical slopes;  

g) Areas classified as prime agricultural lands;  

h) Recharge areas of aquifers;  

i) Water bodies characterized by one or any combination of the following conditions:  

a. tapped for domestic purposes;  

b. within the controlled and/or protected areas declared by appropriate 

authorities; and  

c. Which support wildlife and fishery activities.  

j) Mangrove areas characterized by one or any combination of the following conditions:  

a. with primary pristine and dense young growth;  

b. adjoining the mouth of major river systems;  

c. near or adjacent to traditional productive fry or fishing grounds;  

d. which act as natural buffers against shore erosion, strong winds and storm 

floods; and  

e. On which people are dependent on their livelihood.  

k) Coral reef characterized by one or any combination of the following conditions:  

a. with 50% and above live coralline cover;  

b. spawning and nursery grounds of fish; and  

c. Which acts as natural breakwater of coastlines.  

Proponents of Projects within ECAs are required to submit Initial Environmental Examinations 

to DENR Regional Offices. They may later be required by the DENR to submit an EIS, if 

necessary.  

Environmentally Critical Projects (ECP) - refer to those projects which have high potential for 

negative environmental impacts and are listed in Presidential Proclamation 2146 dated 

December 14, 1981, as follows:  

Heavy industries  

¶ non-ferrous metal industries;  

¶ iron and steel mills;  

¶ petroleum and petro-chemical industries including oil and gas; and  

¶ Smelting plants.  

Resource extractive industries  

Á Forestry projects such as logging, major wood processing,  

Á introduction of fauna (exotic animals) in public/private forests, forest 

occupancy, extraction of mangroves and grazing.  

Á fishery projects (dikes for/and fishpond development projects) 

Infrastructure projects  
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major dams; major power plants (fossil-fueled, nuclear-fueled, hydroelectric or 

geothermal); major reclamation projects, and Major roads and bridges.  

Golf course projects  

Proponents of ECPs are required to submit an EIS to the Environmental Management 

Bureau (EMB) of the DENR.  

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) System - pursuant to PD 1586 of 1978, refers to the 

entire process of organization, administration and procedure institutionalized for the 

purpose of assessing the significance of the effects of physical developments on the 

quality of the environment. Projects that fall within the purview of the EIS System 

include:  

a) Environmentally Critical Projects  

b) Projects located in Environmentally Critical Areas  

Estuary - a partially enclosed body of water along the coast where freshwater from rivers and 

streams meets and mixes with salt water from the ocean.  

Esplanade - a level open stretch of paved or grassy ground; especially one designed for 

walking or driving along shore.  

Exception - a device which grants a property owner relief from certain provisions of the  

Ordinance where because of the specific use would result in a particular hardship upon the 

owner, as distinguished from a mere inconvenience or a desire to make more money.  

Farm Building - a building used wholly or partly for the purpose of farming, but does not 

include a dwelling.  

Firewall - a fireproof wall designed to block the progress of a fire.  

Front Yard - the yard lying between the side lot lines and between the front line and the 

nearest building line.  

Fuel Depot - land used primarily for the storage of gasoline, gas, oils or other petroleum 

products and within or upon which no retail trade is conducted.  

Funeral Establishments - includes funeral parlors, funeral chapels and any similar place used 

in the preparation of storage and care of the body of a deceased person for burial or cremation  

Fisheries Code - shall refer to the Philippine Fisheries Code of 1998 (RA 8550).  

Fishery Refuge and Sanctuary Sub-Zone (FRS-SZ) - an area within the Municipal Waters Zone 

of a city άǿƘŜǊŜ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ŧorms of activities which may damage the ecosystem of the 

ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘΦέ όCƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ /ƻŘŜύ  

Fishery Reserve Sub-Zone (FYR-SZ) - an area within the Municipal Waters Zone of a city 

άǿƘŜǊŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘ ŀǎƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦέ 

(Fisheries Code).  

Fish Pond - άŀ ƭŀƴŘ-based facility enclosed with earthen or stone material to impound water 

ŦƻǊ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŦƛǎƘΦέ όCƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ /ƻŘŜύΦ  

Floating Restaurant - a structure designed to float over the water for dining and 

entertainment purposes.  

Fly-over - an overpass used for riding vehicles.  

Flood Overlay Zone (FLD-OZ) ς an area in a city that have been identified as prone to flooding 

and where specific regulations are provided in order to minimize its potential negative effect 

to developments.  
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Flood Protection Elevation ς the minimum elevation to which developments are required by 

this Ordinance to be elevated, with reference to the Base Flood Elevation, in order to be flood 

free.  

CƭƻƻǊ !ǊŜŀ wŀǘƛƻ ƻǊ άC!wέ ς is the ratio between the gross floor area of a building and the area 

of the lot on which it stands, determined by dividing the gross floor area of the building and 

the area of the lot. The gross floor area of any building should not exceed the prescribed floor 

area ratio (FAR) multiplied by the lot area. The FAR of any zone should be based on its capacity 

to support development in terms of the absolute level of density that the transportation and 

other utility networks can support.  

Foreshore Land Sub-Zone (FL-SZ) ς an area within the Municipal Waters Zone of a city defined 

ŀǎ ŀ άǎǘǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƎƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊΤ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎeashore between the low-water 

line usually at the seaward margin of a low tide terrace and the upper limit of wave wash at 

ƘƛƎƘ ǘƛŘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ōŜŀŎƘ ǎŎŀǊǇ ƻǊ ōŜǊƳέ όCƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ /ƻŘŜύΦ  

Front Yard ς the yard lying between the side lot lines and between the front line and the 

nearest building Line.  

Garage ς a building where automobiles or other motor vehicles are housed and cared for.  

Garage private - a building or a portion of a building in which only motor used by the ǘŜƴŀƴǘΩǎ 

premises are stored or kept.  

Gasoline Filling Station - a place where gasoline or any other motor fuel, lubricating oil or 

grease for operation of automobile is offered for sale to the public.  Deliveries are made 

directly into the vehicle including lubrication on the premises, the washing of automobiles 

where no mechanical conveyor, blower or stream cleaning device is involved and including 

only such other service and minor adjustments as are customarily permitted at gasoline supply 

station.  

Gasoline Service Station - a building and its premises where gasoline, oil, batteries, tires and 

car accessories may be supplied and dispensed at retail and where, in addition, the following 

services maybe rendered among others:  

¶ sale and servicing of spark plugs, batteries distributor;  

¶ tire servicing and repair, but not recapping or re-grooving;  

¶ radiator cleansing and flushing;  

¶ washing and polishing and sale of automotive washing and polishing materials, 

greasing and lubrication;  

¶ sales of soft drinks, packaged foods, tobacco and similar convenient goods for service 

station customers as accessory and incidental to the accessory and incidental to the 

principal operations; and  

¶ provisions of road maps and other information materials to customers; provisions of 

rest room facilities.  

¶ major mechanical and body work, straightening of body parts, painting, welding, 

storage of automobiles which are not in operating conditions, or together works 

involving noise, glare, fumes, smoke or other characteristics to any extent greater 

than normally found in service stations are NOT permitted at a service station.  

General Commercial Zone (GC-Z) - an area within a city intended for trading/services/ 

business purposes.  
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General Institutional Zone (GI-Z) - an area within a city intended principally for general types 

of institutional establishments, e.g., government offices, hospitals/ clinics, academic/research 

and convention centers.  

General Residential Zone (GR-Z) - an area within a city intended principally for dwelling/ 

housing purposes.  

Grazing Land Sub-Zone (GZ-SZ) - "refers to that portion of the public domain which has been 

set aside, in view of the suitability of its topography and vegetation, for raising of livestock." 

(Revised Forestry Code, DENR DAO No. 99-36)  

Gross Floor Area (GFA) - the GFA of a building is the total floor space within the perimeter of 

the permanent external building walls, occupied by:  

¶ Office areas  

¶ Residential areas  

¶ Corridors  

¶ Lobbies  

¶ Mezzanine  

¶ Vertical penetrations, which shall mean stairs, fire escapes, elevator shafts,  

¶ flues, pipe shafts, vertical ducts, and the like, and their enclosing walls  

¶ Rest rooms or toilets  

¶ Machine rooms and closets  

¶ Storage rooms and closets  

¶ Covered balconies and terraces  

¶ Interior walls and columns, and other interior features  

But excluding:  

¶ Covered areas used for parking and driveways, including vertical penetrations in 

parking floors where no residential or office units are present  

¶ Uncovered areas for AC cooling towers, overhead water tanks, roof decks, laundry 

areas and cages, wading or swimming pools, whirlpools or Jacuzzis, gardens, courts or 

plazas.  

Guard House - aƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƻǊȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ άŀ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƎǳŀǊŘ άǿƘƛƭŜ ƻƴ ŘǳǘȅΦ  

Gymnasium - a building or room used for physical education activities and sports and usually 

having gymnastic equipment.  

 

Heritage Act - shall mean the National Cultural Heritage Act of 2009 or RA 10066.  

Heritage Overlay Zone (HTG-OZ) - an area in a city ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ άǘo historical, anthropological, 

archaeological, artistic geographic areas and settings that are culturally significant to the 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ŀǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ aǳǎŜǳƳ ŀƴŘκ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΦέ 

(Heritage Act)  

High School - an educational institution; the highest division of the common schools, typically 

comprising grades, 8, 9, 10, and 11.  

High-Rise Building - having a comparatively large number of stories and equipped with 

elevator.  

Historic Center - 1) historic zone, district, core, precinct, town, legacy zone, heritage area, 

zone or town; 2) a designated area with historical and other special significance, consisting of 

ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƻǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ 
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importance and character; 3) a place where a significant event in history occurred; 4) any 

town, district, or ancient settlement site with specific history and/or cultural significance. 

Historic centers are sometimes called living museums, outdoor museums, or museum 

preserves. Whether inhabited or un-inhabited, historic centers are preservation areas. 

(Heritage Act)   

Home Occupation - an occupation or business conducted within the dwelling unit.  

Horse Keeping - the keeping or husbandry of horses where more than one horse is kept per 

three hectares of land used for such purposes or where hand feeding of a horse is involved.   

Horticulture - the use of land for vegetable growing, floriculture, orchards or wholesale plant 

nurseries.  

Hospital - an institution providing health service, primarily for in-patient and medical or 

physical care of the sick or the injured, including, as integral parts thereof, such related 

facilities as laboratories, outpatient department, training facilities and staff offices.   

Hotel - a building with more than fifteen sleeping rooms, usually occupied single, where  

transients are provided with temporary lodging with or without meals and where no provision 

cooking in any individual suite is done.  

Hotel apartment/Apartment Hotel (Apartelle) ς an apartment house which may furnish 

dining room service & other service for the exclusive use of its tenants.  

 

Indoor Recreation Center - a building designed or adapted primarily for recreation, but does 

not include a stadium or amusement machine center.   

Industry - the carrying on, in the course of a trade or business, of any process (other than a 

process in the course of farming or mining) for, or incidental toτ  

a) The making of any article, ship or vessel, or of part of any article, ship or vessel; or  

b) the altering, repairing, ornamenting, finishing, assembling, cleaning, washing, 

packing, bottling, canning or adapting for sale, or the breaking up or demolition, of 

any article, ship or vessel; or  

c) The getting, dressing or treatment of materials.  

Industrial-1 Zone (I1-Z) - an area within a city intended for light manufacturing or production 

industries that are:  

¶ non-pollutive/non-hazardous; and  

¶ non-pollutive/hazardous  

Industrial-2 Zone (I2-Z) - an area within a city intended for medium intensity manufacturing 

or production industries that are:  

¶ pollutive/non-hazardous; and  

¶ Pollutive/hazardous.  

Industrial-3 Zone (I3-Z) - an area within a city intended for heavy manufacturing or production 

industries that are:      

¶ highly pollutive/non-hazardous  

¶ highly pollutive/hazardous  

¶ highly pollutive/extremely hazardous  

¶ pollutive/extremely hazardous  

¶ non-pollutive/extremely hazardous 
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Industrial Forest Plantation Sub-Zone (IFP-SZ) - an area within the Forest Zone of a city that 

άǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ǘǊŀŎǘ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƛƳōŜǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘǊŜŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǊǳōōŜǊΣ 

and/or non-timber species such as rattan and bamboo, primarily to supply the raw material 

requirements of forest-ōŀǎŜŘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎέ ό59bw 5!h No. 99-53).  

Inland Fishery - the freshwater fishery and brackish water fishponds ((Fisheries Code)  

Innovative Design - introduction and/or application of new/creative designs and Techniques 

in development projects e.g. Planned Unit Development.  

Inside Lot - any Lot other than a corner lot.  

Institutional Zone - a division of   an area principally for general types of institutional  

establishments e.g.  Government offices, schools, hospital/clinics, academics/research, 

convention centers.  

 

Junkyard - a place where junk is thrown or collected.   

 

Kindergarten - a place primarily for the care or instruction of children of less than elementary 

school age not resident on the site, and includes a nursery or child-care center.  

 

Landslide Overlay Zone (LSD-OZ) - an area in a city that have been identified as highly  

susceptible to landslides and where specific regulations are provided in order to minimize its 

potential negative effect to developments.  

Local Zoning Board of Appeals (LZBA) - a local special body created by virtue of this Ordinance 

mandated to, among others, handle appeals for Variances and Exceptions.  

Locational Clearance (LC) - a clearance issued by the Zoning Administrator/Zoning Officer to 

a project that is allowed under the provisions of this Ordinance.  

Locational Clearance (Variance) (LC-V) - a clearance issued by the LZBA to a project that is 

allowed under the Mitigating Device/Variance provision of this Ordinance.  

Locational Clearance (Exception) (LC-E) - a clearance issued by the LZBA to a project that is 

allowed under the Mitigating Device/Exception provision of this Ordinance.  

Lodging house - a bldg. containing not more than 15 sleeping rooms where lodging is provided 

for a fixed compensation in accordance with previous agreement.  

Long Term Future Urban (LTFU) - Long term deferred urban use. These areas are already  

classified as urban use, but can still be utilized for Agriculture at present.  

Lot - a parcel of land in which a principal building & its accessory are placed or maybe placed 

together with the required open spaces.  

Lot Depth - the average horizontal distance between the front and the rear property lines.  

Lot Line - the line of demarcation between either public or private property on all sides.  

Lot Width - the average horizontal distance between the side lot lines.  

Low Density Residential Zone (R-1) - an area within a city principally for dwelling/housing  

purposes with a density of 20 dwelling units and below per hectare.  

 

Mangrove Sub-Zone (Mn-SZ) - ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ²ŀǘŜǊǎ ½ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άŀ 

community of intertidal plants including all species of trees, shrubs, vines and herbs found on 

ŎƻŀǎǘǎΣ ǎǿŀƳǇǎΣ ƻǊ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǎǿŀƳǇǎέ όCƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ /ƻŘŜ).  

Manufacturing industries - an industry which involves the chemical or mechanical  

transformation of organic/inorganic materials into finished products.  
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Mariculture - a specialized branch of aquaculture involving the cultivation of marine 

organisms for food and other products in the open ocean, an enclosed section of the ocean, 

or in tanks, ponds or raceways which are filled with seawater.  

Mariculture Zone and Park (MZP) - ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ άŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŦƛǎƘŜǎ ǘƘǊǳ ǎŜŀ ŎŀƎŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 

such as bangus, siganids, groupers, red snappers, seaweeds farming, aqua silviculture, mussel 

culture, oyster culture, sea ranching of lobsters and seahorses in coral reefs and sea grass 

areas, and others that may be developed through the continuing research and development 

progrŀƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ƻŦ CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ !ǉǳŀǘƛŎ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ό.C!wύ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎέ 

(BFAR).  

Market - a place where merchandise is exposed for sale, especially an open space or a large 

building in a town or City generally with stalls or designated positions, also market place.  

Maximum R-2 Sub-Zone (MR2-SZ) - an area within the R-2 Zone of a city where the number 

of allowable storeys/floors above established grade is five (5) and the BHL is 15.00 meters 

above highest grade (NBC).  

Maximum R-3 Sub-Zone (MR3-SZ) - an area within the R-3 Zone of a city where the number 

of allowable storeys/floors above established grade is twelve (12) and the BHL is  

36.00 meters above established grade (NBC).  

Memorial Park/Garden - privately-owned cemetery provided with a systematic supervision 

and maintenance and where park-like atmosphere is its outstanding quality.  

Mitigating Device - a means to grant relief in complying with certain provisions of the 

Ordinance such as, but not limited to, those pertaining to use, building bulk and density, and 

performance standards.  

Mortuary - a place for the temporary reception of the dead; dead house. 

Motel/Motorist Hotel  - a building or group of buildings providing temporary accommodation 

for travelers and includes an associated restaurant facility where motorists may obtain lodging 

and, in some instance, meals.  

Municipal Fishing Sub-Zone (MF-SZ) - an area within the Municipal Waters Zone of a city 

where only municipal fishing, as defined in the Fisheries Code, is allowed.  

Museum - a nonprofit, non-commercial establishments operated as a repository or a 

collection of natural, scientific, literary or cultural objects of interest such as works of art. This 

does not include the regular sale or distribution of the object collected.  

Municipal Waters Zone (WZ) - per Republic Act No. 8550 or the Philippines Fisheries Code of 

мффуΣ ǘƘƛǎ ȊƻƴŜ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ²ŀǘŜǊǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ άƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎΣ ƭŀƪŜǎΣ ƛƴƭŀƴŘ 

bodies of water and tidal waters within the city which are not included within the protected 

areas as defined under Republic Act No. 7586 (The NIPAS Law), public forest, timber lands, 

forest reserves or fishery reserves, but also marine waters (boundary delineation defined in 

ǘƘŜ CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ /ƻŘŜύΦέ  

 

 

Navigational Lane - areas in a city designated for the passage of water vessels.  

New Town - shall refer to a town deliberately planned and built which provides, in addition to 

houses, employment, shopping, education, recreation, culture and other services normally 

associated with a city or town.   

Non-conforming building - a building which does not conform to the regulations of the district 

where it is situated as to height, yard, requirements, lot area and percentage of occupancy.  
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Non-Conforming Use - uses existing prior to the approval of this Zoning Ordinance that are 

not in conformity with its provisions but are allowed to operate subject to the conditions of 

this Zoning Ordinance.  

Non-NIPAS Areas - areas yet un-proclaimed by law, presidential decree, presidential  

 proclamation or executive order as part of the NIPAS Areas. Per the National  

 Physical Framework Plan, these areas should be given equal importance,  

 as in NIPAS Areas, in terms of conservation and protection. These include:  

¶ Reserved second growth forests;  

¶ Mangroves;  

¶ Buffer strips;  

¶ Freshwater swamps and marshes; and  

¶ Un-proclaimed watersheds.  

Notice of Non -Conformance - notice issued to owners of all uses existing prior to the approval 

of the Ordinance which do not conform to the provisions herein provided.  

 

Network of Protected Areas for Agriculture and Agro-Industrial Development (NPAAAD)  

- per AFMA, refers to agricultural areas identified by the Department of Agriculture in 

coordination with the National Mapping and Resource Information Authority in order to 

ensure the efficient utilization of land for agriculture and agro-industrial development and 

promote sustainable growth. The NPAAAD covers the following:  

¶ All irrigated areas;  

¶ All irrigable lands already covered by irrigation projects with firm  

¶ funding commitments;  

¶ All alluvial plain land highly suitable for agriculture whether irrigated  

¶ or not;  

¶ Agro-industrial croplands or lands presently planted to industrial crops that support 

the viability of existing agricultural infrastructure and agro-based enterprises;  

¶ Highlands or areas located at an elevation of 500 meters or above and have the 

potential for growing semi-temperate and high-value crops;  

¶ All agricultural lands that are ecologically fragile, the conversion of which will result in 

serious environmental degradation; and  

¶ Mangrove areas and fish sanctuaries.  

Nursery / Day Care Center - A place where children are temporarily cared for and trained in 

ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜΦ  

 

Occupancy - the purpose for which a building is used or intended to be used.  The term shall 

also include the building or room housing such use.  Change of occupancy is not intended to 

include change of tenants or proprietors.  

Office - commercial buildings used to house offices for lease or rent.  It may concern a single 

occupancy use or mixed occupancy uses not involving retail merchandising except 

professional services.  

Official Zoning Map - a duly authenticated map delineating the different zones into which the 

whole City is divided.  
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Open Space (OS) - as used in this Ordinance, an area where permanent buildings shall not be 

allowed and which may only be used as forest, buffer/greenbelts, parks and playgrounds.  

Overlay Zones (OZ) - ŀ άǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴǘ ȊƻƴŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊƭŀƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀǎƛŎ ½ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 

Overlay Zone that provides an additional set (or layer) of regulations.  

Over Pass - a road, pedestrian walkway, railroad, bridge, etc., crossing over some barrier, as 

another road or walkway.  

 

Park - a pleasure ground with accessory facilities and amenities set for, recreation of the public 

to promote its health and enjoyment.  

Parking Building - a building several floors used for temporary parking of motor vehicles which 

may be provided with services allowed for service stations.  

Parking Lot - an off-street open area principally used for parking motor vehicles whether for 

compensation or not, by the public clients or customers.  

Parks and Recreation Zone (PR-Z) - an area in a city designed for diversion/amusements and 

for the maintenance of ecological balance.  

Pension - a building house.  

Piggery - a pigsty or pig breeder's establishment.  

Playground - a ground used for playing games, space set-aside for recreation.  

Plaza - an Open Public Square or market place in a city or town, especially in a Spanish or  

Spanish-American town.  

Private Pet House - a building or structure for keeping domestic pets for the enjoyment as 

well as protection of the resident family members.  

Planned Unit Development (PUD) - a land development scheme wherein the project site is 

comprehensively planned as an entity via unitary site plan which permits flexibility in 

planning/design, building siting, complementarity of building types and land uses, usable open 

spaces and the preservation of significant natural land features.  

Port - an area with facilities for loading and unloading of ships and may include, among others, 

harbor, docks, wharves, and piers.  

Production Agricultural Sub-Zone (PDA-SZ) - an area within the Agricultural Zone of a city  

that are outside of NPAAAD and declared by the City for agricultural use.  

Professional Office - the office of a person engaged in any occupation, vocation or calling, not 

purely commercial, mechanical or agricultural and professional knowledge of skill in some 

department of science or learning is used to serve the interest or welfare of others by its 

practical application  

Public Service Depot - land used for storage and operations connected with the provision of 

public services (including gas, electricity, water supply, sewerage, drainage, roadwork or 

telecommunication services) by a body responsible for the provision of those services.  

Protection Agricultural Sub-Zone (PTA-SZ) - an area within the Agricultural Zone of a city that 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ bt!!!5 ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ άŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ό!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜύ 

through the Bureau of Soils and Water Management (BSWM) in coordination with the 

National Mapping and Resource Information Authority (NAMRIA) in order to ensure the 

efficient utilization of land for agriculture and agro-industrial development and promote 

ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦέ  

 

 



Page | 21  

 

Rear yard - the yard lying between the side lot lines and between the rear lot lone & the near 

building line.  

Reclassification of Agricultural Lands - άǘƘŜ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŎƛŦȅƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ 

utilized for non-agricultural uses such as residential, industrial, and commercial as embodied 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /[¦tέ ό[D/ ŀƴŘ a/ рпύ  

Recreational Center - a place, compound or building or portion thereof, open to the public for 

recreational, entertainment and refreshment purposes.  

Residential-1 Zone (R1-Z) - an area within a city intended for low density residential use. Per 

the National Building Code, R-1 Zone is characterized mainly by low-rise single-detached and 

duplex residential buildings for exclusive use as single (nuclear) family dwellings.  

Residential-2 Zone (R2-Z) - an area within a city intended for medium density residential use. 

Per the National Building Code, R-2 Zone is characterized mainly by low-rise single-attached, 

duplex or multi-level structures residential buildings for exclusive use as multi-family 

dwellings.  

Residential-3 Zone (R3-Z) - an area a city intended for medium to high density residential use. 

Per the National Building Code, R3 Zone is characterized mainly by low- rise or medium -rise 

residential buildings for exclusive use as multi-family dwellings with mixed housing types.  

Residential-4 Zone (R4-Z) - an area within a city intended for medium to high density 

residential use. Per the National Building Code, R4 Zone is characterized mainly by low-rise 

townhouse buildings/structures for exclusive use as multiple family dwellings.  

Residential-5 Zone (R5-Z) - an area within a city intended for very high-density residential use. 

Per the National Building Code, R4 Zone is characterized mainly by medium-rise or high-rise 

condominium buildings/structures for exclusive use as multiple family dwellings.  

Residential Condominium - a building containing at least five or more apartment units with 

common areas and individual facilities, each apartment owner having exclusive ownership 

and possession of this apartment.  

Restaurant - land used primarily for the consumption of meals on the site.  

Rezoning - a process of introducing amendments to or change in the existing zoning of a  

particular area and reflected in the text and maps of the Ordinance.  

Right-of-Way - land set aside for free and unfettered public access by pedestrians and 

vehicles.  

 

 

Sanitary Landfill - a place whereby waste are compacted and covered at the end of the day.  

Sawmill - An establishment for sawing logs with power-driven machinery.  

Sealane Sub-Zone (SL-SZ) - an area within the Municipal Waters Zone of a city that is 

designated as an established route for water vessels traversing the municipal waters. Also 

referred to as Navigational Lane.  

Semi-detached Dwelling - a dwelling τ  

a) Occupying a site that is held exclusively with that dwelling and has a frontage to a 

public road; and  

b) Comprising one of two dwellings erected side by side, joined together and forming, 

by themselves, a single building.  

Setback - the open space left between the building and lot lines.  

{ŜǊǾŀƴǘΩǎ vǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ - a room within the dwelling or in an accessory building were servants,  
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maids, or helpers of the family are housed.  

Service Trade Premises - premises used primarily for the sale, rental or display of basic plant, 

equipment or machinery used in agriculture or industry, boats, domestic garages, sheds, 

outbuildings, motor vehicles, tents, trailers, building materials, landscaping materials or 

similar bulky articles or merchandise. Major mechanical and body work, straightening of body 

Parts, painting, storage of automobiles which are not in operating conditions, or together 

works involving noise, glare, fumes, smoke or other characteristics to any extant greater than 

normally found in service stations are not permitted at a service station.  

Shopping Center - a group of not less than 15 contiguous retail stores, originally planned and 

developed as a single unit, with immediate adjoining off-streets parking facilities.  

Shoreline - The line contour of a shore  

Showroom - premises used primarily for the sale, display or offer by retail, of furniture, floor 

coverings, household appliances or electronic equipment for domestic use, but does not 

include premises for the sale, display or offer by retail of foodstuffs, clothing, sporting goods 

and personal effects goods.  

Sidewalk - A path or pavement at the side of the street for the use of pedestrians.  

Slaughterhouse/Abattoir - a building or part of a building, or land, used primarily for slaughter 

of stock or poultry, or the keeping of stock or poultry prior to slaughter on site.  

Socialized Housing - refers to housing [programs and] projects covering houses and lots or 

home lots only undertaken by the Government or the private sector for the underprivileged 

and homeless citizens (UDHA). 

Socialized Housing Zone (SH-Z) - an area in a city designated for socialized housing projects.  

Solar Power - heat radiation from the sun converted into electrical power. 

Special Industry - an industry where the processes carried on, the methods of manufacture 

adopted or the particular materials or goods used, produced or stored, are likely to cause or 

create dust, fumes, vapors, smells or gases; or  

to discharge foul liquid or blood or other substance or impurities liable to become foul, and 

thereby to endanger, injure or detrimentally affect the life, health or property of any person 

(other than any person employed or engaged in the industry); or  

To produce conditions which are, or may become, offensive or repugnant to the occupiers or 

users of land in the locality of or within the vicinity of the locality of the land on which (whether 

wholly or partly) the industry is conducted.  

Special Institutional Zone (SI-Z) - an area in a city intended principally for particular types of 

institutional establishments e.g., welfare homes, orphanages, home for the aged, 

rehabilitation and training centers, military camps/reservation/ bases/ training grounds, etc.  

Stable - any structure designed and intended for the enclosure, shelter or projection of any 

horse, carabao or other cattle.  

Store - a building or structure devoted exclusively to the retail/sale of a commodity or    

commodities.  

Stockyard - a large yard with fence, stables, etc. where cattle are kept ready for shipping,  

slaughter, etc.  

Storey - the portion a building included between the upper surface of any floor next above, 

except that the topmost level shall be that portion of a building including between the upper 

surface of the topmost   
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Storage Building - any building, the primary purpose of which is the storage of goods, wares, 

merchandise, utilities, and other personal belongings and/or uses customarily incidental 

subordinate to the principal use of the building and located in the same lot with such principal 

use of the building.  

Supermarket - a large store or market selling food and household supplies and operating  

generally, on a self-service, cash-and-carry basis.  

Subdivision -   

¶ The subdivision or subdivision of a lot; or  

¶ The alteration of the boundaries of a lot  

Strategic Agriculture and Fisheries Development Zone (SAFDZ) - ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ άŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

NPAAAD identified for production, agro-processing and marketing activities to help develop 

and modernize, with the support of government, the agriculture and fisheries sectors in an 

environmentally and socio-ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƳŀƴƴŜǊέ ό!Ca!ύΦ  

Sub-urban - are outside of designated urban area.  

 

 

Temporary Use Permit - permit issued on establishments based on conditions stipulated in 

Article IX Section 1 of this Zoning Ordinance.  

Theatre - a structure used for dramatic, operatic, motion picture and other performances for 

admission to which entrance fee or money is received but not audience participation and meal 

service are allowed.  

Through lot - an inside lot with frontage two streets.  

Theme Park - an amusement park in which landscaping, buildings, and attractions are based 

on one or more specific themes, as jungle wildlife, fairy tales, or the Old West.  

Tourism Act - shall mean the Tourism Act of 2009 or RA 9593.  

Tourism Zone - are sites a city endowed with natural or manmade physical attributes and  

resources that are conducive to recreation, leisure and other wholesome activities.  

Transit-Oriented Development Overlay Zone (TOD-OZ) - an area around transit centers in a 

city where commercial and residential growth are encouraged in order to maximize access to 

public transit.  

Tree Farm - άǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ǘǊŀŎǘ ƻŦ Ŧƻrest land purposely and extensively planted to trees of 

economic value for their fruits, flowers, leaves, barks or extractives, but not for the wood 

ǘƘŜǊŜƻŦέ όCƻǊŜǎǘǊȅ /ƻŘŜύΦ  

Two-Family Dwellings - a detached building designed or intended for 2 families living  

  independently of each other.  

 

 

Under Pass - a passage running underneath, especially a passage for pedestrians or vehicles, 

or both, crossing under a railroad, road, etc.  

University - An educational institution for higher instruction or for the examination of 

students already instructed.  

UDHA - shall mean the Urban Development and Housing Act of 1992 or RA 7279.  

Urban Corridor Overlay Zone (UCD-OZ) - an area in a city which is along major transport 

routes and where specific regulations are provided that is intended to minimize roadside 

friction, maintain pedestrian walkways, etc.  
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Urbanizable Land - area designed as suitable for urban expansion by virtue of land use studies 

conducted.   

Urban Zoning Map - a duly authenticated map delineating the different zones into which the 

urban area and its expansion area are divided. 

Utilities, Transportation and Services Zone (UTS-Z) - an area in a city ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ άŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ 

of utilitarian/ functional uses or occupancies, characterized mainly as a low-rise or medium-

rise building/structure for low to high intensity community support functions, e.g., terminals, 

inter-modals, multi-modals, depots, power and water generation/distribution facilities, 

telecommunication facilities, drainage/wastewater and sewerage facilities, solid waste 

ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƪŜέ όb./ύΦ  

 

 

Variance - a device which grants a property owner relief from certain provisions of the Zoning 

Ordinance where, because of the particular physical surrounding, shape or topographical 

condition of the property, compliance on applicable Building Bulk and Density Regulations, 

Building Design Regulations and Performance Standards would result in a particular hardship 

upon the owner, as distinguished from a mere inconvenience or a desire to make more 

money.  

 

Warehouse - refers to a storage and/or depository of those in business of performing 

warehouse services for others, for profit.  

Water Code - shall mean the Water Code of the Philippines (Presidential Decree 1067)  

Wharf - an area within a city intended as a landing place where ships maybe tied-up or 

unloaded.  

 

 

Yard - ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ /ƻŘŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ άǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƭŜŦǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 

the outermost face of the building/ structure and the property lines, e.g., front, rear, right and 

ƭŜŦǘ ǎƛŘŜ ȅŀǊŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƛŘǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŀǊŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘōŀŎƪΦέ  

 

Zone/Sub-Zone - an area within a city for specific land use as defined by manmade or natural 

boundaries.  

Zoning Administrator/Zoning Officer - a city government employee responsible for the  

implementation/enforcement of the Zoning Ordinance.  

Zoning Certificate - a document issued by the Zoning Administrator citing the zoning  

classification of the land based on this Ordinance.  

Zoning Map - a duly authenticated map delineating the different zones into which the whole 

city is divided.  

Zoning Ordinance - a local legal measure which embodies regulations affecting land use.   

Zoo- a Park or garden in which wild animals are kept for exhibition.  
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ARTICLE IV 
ZONE CLASSIFICATIONS 

Section 5. Divisions into Zones or Sub-Zones  

To effectively carryout the provisions of this Ordinance, the City is hereby divided into the 
following zones or districts as shown in the Official Zoning Maps (refer to Annex 1 for 
appropriate Color Codes).  

 

 

Section 6. Base Zones:  

The following are designated as Base Zones:  
1. Agricultural Zone (AGZ)   

a. Protection Agricultural Sub-Zone (PTA-SZ)   
b. Production Agricultural Sub-Zone (PDA-SZ)   

2. Agri-industrial Zone (AgIndZ)   
3. Municipal Waters Zone (WZ)   

 
Protection Water Sub-Zones   

¶ Fishery Refuge and Sanctuary Sub-Zone (FRS-SZ)   

¶ Foreshore Land Sub-Zone (FL-SZ)   

¶ Mangrove Sub-Zone (Mn-SZ)  
 
Fishery Reserve Sub-Zone (FR-SZ)   

¶ Delta/Estuary Sub-Zone (D/E-SZ)   

¶ Lake Sub-Zone (L-SZ)   
 
Production Water Sub-Zones   

¶ Aquaculture Sub-Zone (Aq-SZ)   

¶ Mariculture Zone and Park Sub-Zone (MZP-SZ)   

¶ Commercial Fishing Sub-Zone (CF-SZ)   

¶ Municipal Fishing Sub-Zone (MF-SZ)   

¶ Sealane Sub-Zone (SL-SZ)   
 

4. General Residential Zone (GR-Z)   
 

5. Residential-1 Zone (R1-Z)   
 

6. Residentialς2 Zone (R2-Z)   

¶ Basic R-2 Sub-Zone (BR2-SZ)   

¶ Maximum R-2 Sub-Zone (MR2-SZ)   
 

7. Residentialς3 Zone (R3-Z)   

¶ Basic R-3 Sub-Zone (BR3-SZ)   

¶ Maximum R-3 Sub-Zone (MR3-SZ) 
 

8. Residentialς4 Zone (R4-Z)   
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9. Residentialς5 Zone (R5-Z)   

10. Socialized Housing Zone (SH-Z)   

11. General Commercial Zone (GC-Z)   

12. Commercialς1 Zone (C1-Z)   

13. Commercialς2 Zone (C2-Z)   

14. Commercialς3 Zone (C3-Z)   

15. Industrialς1 Zone (I1-Z)   

16. Industrialς2 Zone (I2-Z)   

17. Industrialς3 Zone (I3-Z)   

18. General Institutional Zone (GI-Z)   

19. Special Institutional Zone (SI-Z)   

20. Parks and Recreation Zone (PR-Z)   

21. Cemetery/Memorial Park Zone (C/MP-Z)   

22. Buffer/Greenbelt Zone (B/G-Z)   

23. Utilities, Transportation, and Services Zone (UTS-SZ)   

24. Tourism Zone (T-Z)   
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Generally, Bacolod City have low 
landslide susceptibility attributed 
to the gently sloping terrain. A 
minimal area with high 
susceptibility in Barangay Alangilan 
can be notŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ aD.Ωǎ [ŀƴŘǎƭƛŘŜ 
Hazard overlays but no landslide 
incidence has been recorded for 
the past decade. Landslide usually 
take place in areas where heavy 
surface runoff occurs and natural 
vegetative cover is scarce or 
absent, such as denuded hills 
covered with grass instead of trees. 
 

Section 7. Overlay Zones: 
The following are designated as Overlay Zones: 
 
 
 
 
 

Landslide Overlay Zone  
(LSD-OZ) 
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The low-lying areas in Bacolod City 
with high susceptibility to flooding 
are located in the coastal barangays 
namely Barangay Banago, Brgys. 1, 
2, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 35, to 
include portions of estuaries 
barangaysςSingcang (Magsungay), 
Pahanocoy, Punta Taytay, Tangub 
and Sum-ag. Flooding can be noted 
as well in Barangay Bata, 
Mandalagan, Taculing and 
Villamonte. This problem is usually 
aggravated by inadequate drainage 
facilities, clogging of drainage 
systems with uncontrolled waste, 
encroachment of informal settlers 
on drainage ways, removal of 
vegetation in the watersheds and 
rapid urban development. 

 
 
 
 

 
Flood Overlay Zone (FLD-OZ) 
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Tsunami Overlay Zone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tsunamis are projected by the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology (PHIVOLCS) to 
affect the coastal Barangays of Punta Tay-tay, Sum-ag, Pahanocoy and Tangub will experience a 5 
to more than 6 meters Tsunami Wave Heights. Tsunami inundation and wave heights were 
computed based on worst case scenario (M8.0) along Negros Trench. 
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Storm Surge Overlay Zone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The coastal barangays of Barangay 1, 2, 12,16,35, Banago, Singcang, Pahanocoy, Punta Tay-tay, 

Tangub and Sum-ag are susceptible to Storm Surge but fortunately, no incidence of occurrence 

in the past have been documented that affected Bacolod City.   
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Four (4) Heritage block overlay 
zones were identified in Bacolod 
City which is composed of clustered  
Point of interests (POI). 1. Is the 
Rizal Park Block (Rizal Monument) 
2. Bacolod Public Plaza (Band Stand, 
Monuments, etc.) 3. San Sebastian 
Cathedral and the Provincial Capitol 
Lagoon. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Heritage Overlay Zone 
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The Eco-tourism Overlay Zone 
ensures that environmental 
conservation and tourism 
economic development are 
attained. The map indicates the 
100 meters strip (both sides) 
Eco-tourism Zone Overlay for 
Barangay Alangilan. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Eco-tourism Overlay Zone 
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The Eco-tourism Overlay Zone 
ensures that environmental 
conservation and tourism 
economic development are 
attained. The map indicates the 
Eco-tourism Zone Overlay for 
Barangay Punta Taytay. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Eco-tourism Overlay Zone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page | 34  

 

Section 8. Zoning Maps  
It is hereby adopted as an integral part of this Ordinance, the duly authenticated and Official 
Zoning Maps of the City showing location and boundaries of the Base Zones, Sub-Zones and 
overlay Zones herein established (refer to annex 2 for Sample Zoning Maps).  
 

BARANGAYS 1-41 
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ALANGILAN 
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ALIJIS 
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BANAGO 
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BATA 
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CABUG  
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ESTEFANIA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


