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CITY ORDINANCE NO. 617 
Mowmber 14.1012 

GROUMOWATER PROTECTION OPL'fNANCE. 

\IVHEREAS, RA. 7160. The LOCAi Government Code of 1991. section 458, ("i). 

(Viii), of which provides for fhe regutalion of 'he dri!lin9 nnd excewation of the ground for 
1h~ laving of water. gas. se~r. and ofh"'r pipes nnd the construdion, repAir £md 
m0i11ten0nce of public drains. sewers, cesspools, tunnets and similar structures; r~gulate 
th~ pt111c!ng of poles And 1he 11se of crossw~tks. cums. and gutters; adopt measur~s to 
ensHre puhlic safety against open canals, mFmholes, live wires and other similar hazards 
to life find prooerty; And regufate the constn•ction And use of private water ctosets. prM~s 
Art\1 ether similar structures it1 f'\uifding and h<'.\,nes; 

\'VHEREAS. water is vtt01 fo nFltiona1 <fevefor,ment And it has become increasingty 
n~cessary for government lo intervene actively in impr<'ving the management of water 
resources: 

!\fttEREAS, it is the potky of the City of 8-Rcolol'i to ensure a sustflinabte suf.\nly of 
pett'l'lble water supply for the us~ of the resid1'ti•~ in nr".ler to manage and improve its 
qnAlity by pro11?clln<J t~ PnvironmPnt ""gi:.inst w~fr·r source con1Aminafion. land 
subsidence and prevention of s,..awater in1rus•on into orn fresh water svppty. 

WflERfl\S. Vn:lter is a fttnrlamcntAI r~rt of hnmPn life. thus. must be protec1ed and 
ufli'!ed efffoiently to sustain st1pply for the futttr"; 

WlH:REAS, ii,~ist::rtmtm'ltP. drilling or 11x<:Rvafrm of df}ep wells ~nd umegulAted use 
~nd exce5s.ive e'lCtracHon of 9rounr.twater d~stroy the environment resutting in intrusion of 
~a~ter to s<wrtns of fresh ~ff'lf: 

WHEREAS. th,..r~ is a need to rP9ul~t~ the rammmt drilling andfor excav?tkm of 
de~p we.Us; 

WHER~AS, dPmflg"'d ::iprf un•1sed wells ~m<i j~tmt=stic pumps cAn b,.. a source of 
dis~a$eS causing mitroor9~nisms that can se~p throuph the ground water supply. 

esp"'tia'ly during the rah,y so""tm: 

W!U:fU=AS~ there rnt1tj h~ strict ~rlh~r,,nce 1o tt,e standards set by the N~•ionjlll 
Water Resources Board. for propost'!d deep wells flnd i~ 1 mat~··c umps in order to b~lanc~ 
1h~ neen., of cf"'vf'>tnr,mP.nt ~'1fi nmlP.r-tion of ~ur f'>n\/irorm ~ntt' ! 

I 
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NOW, TttEkEfORE, BE IT ORDAINED 8V TKf SAiitGGUNtAMG 
PAN LU NGSOD OF BACOLOO ClTY thisl: 

Sectl<,n 1. 11TLE. This ordinance shall be known as lhe '"Groundwa.t.er 
Protet.-tlon Ordinanet,••. 

Sectkm 2. SCOPE. This ordinance shall be applicable to all types of proposed or 
ex.istu19 consbucbon p,ojecb. invu,ving d1ilUng e1ndtur excawtion ofwcU::>, both government 
and private estabtisi1ments whether in residential, municipal , mdustnat recreational or 
otherwise wilhin tne ,~"Titorloi jurisdiction of Bacolod City._ 

mc&n: 
S6Ction 3. DEflktTIO.,. Of TERMS. As used in this ordinance, the following shall 

H. Wen - is ~ilhtW a shallow or de-ep WftU 1cv'here \ov'ate.r is ex.tn,cted accordmg to ils 
intend~d u~e e.9 •~~d~miat, munic1pc:1!, ir.-igaiion, recreclioncsl, cmd industrial. 

a. l .) ShaUow W6ll - refers to a wen IIY'\lh a depth of less tnan twenty-two (22) 
me...ers or one. nund,ed (100) foeL 

a.2.} 0 ,~1> Wt~I - refers to a well wnose "iater level is &t a depth exce.eaing 
i~ttity-lwo \22) feet dbo11e at which tln ordinary pump does not operate 
s., \tsractonly. 

b. Ground ,;.;ater - wa,e, wuhm the earth w;th an impermeable layQr that supplies 
~ls and s.p,ings. 

c. Oiseas&-causing mittoo1oftnism - refers to a bacte.ium that can cause certain 
disease 'n·nen in9estt;1..1 in our body. 

d. PvlabUily test - a tt1st conducted 1f the water from the welt is comaminated wilh 
bactt;fia and wih dciecl if it is suitable for drinking. 

e. Tapping - The extraction of ground water. commonly via a bore hole drilled 
into an ~quifer. U is d process in which a pipe c:1nd a pump e1r~ used to pull 
waler out of the ground. 

f. N\t~B - National Wftter Resources Board (formetly National Water Resources 
Cow1e:i!). 

h. ENRO - Environmen\al and Natrn al RttSourc-es Office. 

i. CHO - Ct(y Hetttth Olhcew· / 
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k. Pr-rmits ~ml Uc,.risi"'9 Divi~ion - ,ssW'!s thP. s?.nl1aryfplumbing and excavation 
permit upon the submission of n~ces~ry requirements relative to driJling of 
wells. 

l. Bat:k-Up Sourcn - refll!TS to a W1"'11-in1P.ndP.d ~ource to suppty water to f;ll tfle 
water supp~ deficiency of the Vl.lAter Olstrict also referred to as secondary 
sour~. 

m. Prim~ry Sourc~ - r~f~rs to a wen-r;ons•mc1~<i find opera1ed in an area where 
~<-ater is not pro'lided by the W&ter District as the principal source of potable 
wa~fl!r supply. 

n. w~,,w PP.rtni1 - ~ f)Armit g~,:ofi by the N?1ionAt Water Resources Board 
(N\NRB) to an app!ic~nt 1o exh1,ct ~ter under cMain conditions. 

o. Prorlnction Ass~s~mem ChM~ (PAC) - A f~ charged by the Water Oisirict to 
commercial or industrial establishmPnt operating its own deep wen as prim~ry 
or b,:ici<-up so•trtf} ~mt monfP.s colt~tPd thPr~from sh::iU be sotely used f~r the 
improven•ent, protection and sustainability of the watershed and wst"r bodi~s 
through ft wto~ to f"'"'f ftf)pro:=tth of ws,t~rsh~ m1:in,:tg12.mP.nt. 

$M;tlon 4. lMPJ.EME .. TUIG AGE•cv. Th".? Environment and Ni:tturat 
Rrsourr:-P.S Offi~ (ENRO) And City H4'Affh ~ (CHO\. in coordination ¥:'ith the locat 
water distri~t shall be the lead agencies in imptementing this ordinance. 

Sp,;tkln 5. DUTIES AID fUIICTlOMS. The Env!ronment and Natura\ Resonr~s . 
Offlt;I'! (FNRO) shall be resr,on~,t,t~ in th,. f nf'n"1"n9: 

~- FQrmul~t~ envirooment"lt sfra1e!Ji~s to counter thP. effects of ground\~ter 
abstraction through deep wens and correl~t" their programs to coincide with 
th,. nrool"f!ms of tM Na1iont=1I Gov,..mment. 

h. Conrlucts ~ssessm,.nt {If oro11~t~r availability and vulnerabmty in 
coordim'ltion with the. Nation~! w~ter Resourc,,.s B~rd (NWRB) to identify t'll'ld 
dP.tirtP.1=ttP. 11rP:i:is sttit~blP. rlriltii19 ~nrl ~tN ~t)stra~tirm {=Ind prohibit ~fer 
J11iXtt't\ctio11 in ar~as identified o~ critic~• to se~ water intrusion and t8nd 
~"h~m~11~. 

e. lll'<lnt1of\M sit" ar,n,,,.tt,.~ r 
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d. Ev-eluate me sne &nHually to ensure tha1 tne st"nd&rds are fouowed b, the 
ewlfo£:int 

Soction ci. CONOiTIOMS OM THE DRILLUiG OR EXCAVATION Of WELLS_ 

a) tn are&s whete potable 1s made evell&bie by the W1:ite1 01sh1ct but not on & 24 
hour/dt1iiy 01:1:.1::. th~ cs,abilst1111em snd operc,uon of a ""ell may be pe,ruitted 
provided 11 will be used onl)' as a secondary or b&ck:..up source of water. &nd 
provided fw ther. thilt a sh"U b~ ~rmiUed oniy ttl certain penod of the oay or 
night when there 1s no supply of w&tei coming from BACIWA. 

b) Couunerdal or tndu:sl,it.:sl esl&blisnmems mc1uamg subdivision or housing 
ckwelopei!>/owne.s shall cnler inlo & Memorandum vf Agreement with the 
Water d1stnci &nd v~'/ the Product1011 Assessment Chi:!1ge to be tl'e&ted &s 
environmer.toJ cornriouliun for the suslc'.$i .. ob1hly and h1ancsgei.,ent of the 
watershed and Us mter-ref&ted ecosystem. 

c) An applicant whu is plannmg to construct a wen must cooruini:lte with the Wiiter 
dislrict &nJ El~O. These agencies showd assess ond venty the ere& to be 
drilled. &ss1st tne &pµl1c&nt on the leg&f and techmc~I requirements c1nd 
favorabiy vr unf&vvr&oly endorse tile &ppUcaUon lo the N~tiundl Resources 
Boord tor ,ts evalur:suon &nd processing of the ufllltng/w&ter pt:rroit. 

Section 7. 1.1ANDATORV REQUIREMENTS PRIOR TO ISSUANCE Of PEKMIT 
FOR DRILlUiG OR EXCAVAl.lOM. 

All applications for Sanitary/Plumbing and Excavation ~rmils (for o, ithng of We.It) 
shall induoe: 

a. A detailed plan c;f the water supply s~stem ofthe building or housing project . 

b. If water sup1)ly "iill be sourced from groundw&ter a photocop~ of the drilling or 
v..aler permit i~ued by the Natioru:11 Waler Resou1ces Booid \NWRB) 

c. The ~t!':uis spr.:cificbt1ons such as <lbpth. casino. screen sections. diameter. 
RH:stciic:tls u~ed, and votu111e of watt:.r extracted per dc:1y, sue oevelopment plc:111 
of the weU. its distanc~ from the nearest well And septic tank. 

d. Tax Deel. rauon Tax. Receipt. Bar&ng~/ Clt.:arance. and well/plumbing la~out 
plctns ~haii be ouiy sign~d c1nd sec:aled by a Registered S&niia1y/Ci·-1il Engineer. 

e. Certificatiou 1rom thr; WBter distnct that the source is used as pumary or back
up sou,~e and that ,he e!)tablishmeul hdS c:mte~~~ inio a Memorandu,n of 
Ao,eement 1or lne Production Assessm~nt cna, o• o/J · f 
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f . If ~.,mer from the weft st,pfl be us~d. fh~ origrnat resuft of the Potebifffy Test to 
be conduded by the City Heafth Or.ice (CHO) lo ensure that the waCer meets 
the National Stendart1s for drlnldnq ~·ater. 

Sedlon 8. Addtttonal Requfreme"1s fnr llppflcatlon of Wew!Renew?t of 
Busfness P'-crnw•.s 

AU Rpf:llk,;~Ms for n~ httsin~ss P"'rrnits or fnr r4Jn~·l'ffll of busm,..ss permits sh~•I 
include a sworn statement cont~ining the foltowing: 

b. lf 1h1' ?pplitan1 owns anrl OP"~•e~ fl 1.,,,.,..tl in his/her establishment or 
subdivisionil'\ousing project a stAteruent that the said well is covered by a 
\M::itP.r P~rmit from NWRB ~nd t~rtifiPrf cop•,_~ of said Ws:itP.r ~rmits sh'!ln be 
~1tached and a certification from the Water district that the establishm•nt or 
nm.sing project <l'~r/dev,..•op"r h~s P.11tor4'd h1to a Memorendtm1 of 
Agre"mP,nt for tl'le Production Ass~s~ment Charge. 

c. If the N\!IJRB Water PP.nni1 flpplit:c11ion of th": (fP.ep well owner is on procPss. a 
C('!ortificaHon from the Water district st~ting thP.t the application was officiatrv filed 
to N\t\!Rfl ;::\n<1 thP. Psf ~blishmfH"\ or housing projP.ct O't1-'nP.r/developPr has 
entered in1o a Memorandum of Aoreement for the Production Ass~ssment 
Ctlnrge. 

d. A s1A\P,mon1 th~t th,, ~pplir:flnt l'~s ~no Wi'l ,:onHnu'! to comply with ~11 •t-iP 
conditions and requirements of sa•d \Nater Pem1it 

SPcth:m 9. FEES FOR ISSUAP!CE OF PEP.MIT FOR ORJtUMG OR 
EXCAVATIOH. 

The Cit1 M{'yor m~y grnm ~n P.:,t.~mnt,nn on th~ n::iymr-nt of f PPS if the BJ)n••cant 
under pnvilege<f sector of om society as c, .. rti'ied by the (OSSO) Department of Social 
S~rvi<:es. 

Ur,on ~mptl~nGe ,~·ith tt,~ m1=1nrl~tor1 f"'flHlfPfflF>nts ftS stet~ in Seciton 1 h"'r"'of 
the applicant must submit these requk~menfs to th~ P"'rrnits and Licensing Division and 
pay thP. ~Otll':SfJOroiing ff?"es in ftCtord~m;P wlfh 1h~ Gil~, 0. rctinAfl~P.;;. 565. St"rtP.S of 
2011, otherwise known as the Revised Revenuf' Code o' 8?colod City · 

r 
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P&ge 6 

&. 1 he permit ,ssueo under this ordinr2nce sh&ll not be interpreted or constructed 
os r, license to v~uJalc &ny provision of the N&t:vnal Building Code. the Water 
Code, the Sanltallon Code and the PhJmblng Code or the Pnllippmes or any 
applicable laws 01 ord:nanc~s. 

b. The penml issued under this ordinance shalt expi,t. and cec:1se to haVI! aoy 
legat effect 1f the excavation relative to the ddlltng of a well outhou.!l!d hc1 eoy 
has not comnumced within a period of one (1) yec1r tmm the date of 1ssuam.e 
of said pe11nit, or if the ouumg or excavation is abandoned al anytime oner it 
has been commenced for a period of three (3) months. 

Section 11. Su~1l1.1n~lon/Revocation of Sanltary/Plumbmg or Excavation 
Per,1 t 

The pennit issued to th6 owne1/deve1or,er of1h11 establishment or housing p,oject 
may be :suspended or rewked upon an otticic:11 1cport submiue.d by the water dbtrict, 
ENRO or OtticP of the Brntdmg Official or tne City Enoineer's Office. due to f ollowmg 

a.) Phms aml st,,ecmcatlons ara invahd 

b.) The data provided by the applicant is incorrect 

c.) The requirements are no1 complied with 

Section 12. t AINTENANCE. 

All wells and tneir mat~rials and pl'lrts thereof shall be maintained in proper 
operalinu condition at all tune~. The potability of watt;:t, and all dc111ces &no safeguard:::>. 
employed to ensure the sau1e he maintained with the latest standards. Fa,lute to m&1nlaln 
the well in occortlance he,ewith shail be a grnund fo1 the 'vi/ale, u1sbict to issue a 
recommendation for suspension or revocation of the water permit and closUi e of the ct1..ep 
w~l to the Nahonal Wi.iter K.cS01 . .11~es Bocud (NlvR6). 

Section 13. SEPARABlltTY CLAUSE. 

If for any reason any section or prov1s1on of this oid,nance is held to be invahct or 
unconstitutional, otncr parts or provisions hereof which c:S1e not c2Recled thereby shall 
continue to be in full torce n,,d '"n,,ct. 

Section 14. Ef fECTIViTV CLAUSE. 

This ordinnnce sh&II be •lfeclive u~on ,ts ftPpro\/t\l ~-

/ 
,, 
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CARRlEO BY THE VOTE OF: 
AffirmAfive: 

COi indlors : 

Absent : 

Officia\ Tr:a~ · 

Passed 

Comments: 

ATTESTED: 

El Cid M . Fl=lmihafPln, Homer Q. Sais. Archie S. 8::iribAr. 
Roberto M. Rojas, Catalino T. Alisbo, Em L. Ang, Oindo C. 
Rflmos. Son~ M VP-rd~flor. Al Victor A. Espino. CR4"'Sar Z. 
Oistrito, Carlos Jose V. lopt"'.Z, Keith Emmanuel L. R!tmos. 

None . 

None. 

Cotmcilor Mon~ Di111 ~ J::isr<fn. 

Cmtncilor CRrtot:: .Joc;A V. t o-rtP.Z. 

November 14, 7012 (12'4 111 Regular Session). 

PAssed. 
Councilor ElmN T. Sy WAS not around whPn this ordintmce 
was passed. 

nec~t°~u,no 
Le(ti. i~~;Officer Ill It} 

OIC, S• .. •tary to tho S<>ngguol•n r} · 

APPROVED: Nov,mber , 2012. 

i c d $-1; ~4J §II 
RGL/CU./Jt,z AS a~· -a.ia ~ltf ~, 'j 

E''EUO R. lEONARDt~ 
City Mayor 




