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CtEAtf RIVER. CREE~. WATER\I\JAYS .AND COASTAL OROtMI\HCE OF 
BACOlOD CITY. 

Wlil:PEAS, it is th~ dP.<'l::m~d poli<.:y r-f th*' S1at,. to pursue a policy of f':Coromic 
Qrowth in a manner consistent with the protection, preservation and revival of the qu;<>!ity of 
our fresh. hr::ickish an<t marine w~ters: 

WHERF./\S. thP. State shall protf!d i:inti a<ivanc"' the riqhts of 1he people to a 
balanced aod healthful ecotogy in accord with lf'\e rhythm and harmony of n~tu1 e, 

WHE~El\S. l or.al GovP.rnnvmt Units. through 1hP. Environment ~nd Natural 
Resources Office have the power and function to take fictive participation in all ~ff orts 
<:oncP.ming ,~tf"T Quality prryt~(;Hnn and rehahilitf.lhon: 

WHEP.EAS, under the provisions of PO 1fl8 oth~rwisP,. known as the "Provincial 
Water Utilities Act" a Production Assessment Charge (P ~C) is provided to ensur"' fh<"t 
there .=ir~ mitigating mt'!asurP,s to protect wat~r resourt"'S such as '.N~P.rsM*!ds. aquifers. 
rivers an<l other lributaries through refor~station from the collected charge from 
<:ommn<'i~l us~d water utilization. 

\NttER.EAS. rivP.rs. canals. cre~ks anrl oth1'r trih1 ·~::.rif"s arP. part of a healthy and 
functioning ~cosyst~ms or Bacolod City: 

Wt4~REAS, rivers <:on1~1!" ahundant flora and fa1111a which is essen1ial for human 
exist~nce; 

WHEREAS. rivers provicte freshwAter for ph=ints v~gP.tRtion and irrigation for 
agricu!lurol purpo!'<.e$: 

WHERfl\1=;. ~Xl'.'f'!S~ivP. garhl'\gP has pol'utr,d our r•vPr~. resutting in con1ami:,akd 
drinking water; 

WHEREAS, there is a need to sav~ th" rivers tr Racolod City hy conrtucting a 
clean-up and capacity building workshops for th"" residents living along the liver banks: 

OW THEREFORE. RE IT OROAlllfO t·ytt)P. S'!'tf"<tguni~nn P~nltmgsod thai · 
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Section 1. llTLE. This ordln&nce sh&lf be othe,wise known as lhe '"Clean River, 
c,-eek, Water w~ys m,d Coasful Ordlm11te.e of &..c.olod City' 

Section 2. OEFtw1now OF iERMS. These words shall be aetmed in this 
Ordinance as follows: 

a) Rtvf.tr - a lifltural collection Qf waters. arising from springs or fountains. which 
ttow in a b~ct or canal c,r considerable Wldth and length, to·waros the sea. 

b) Tnnutarles - & strei'.:lm that flows 1n10 a larger stream or other body of water. 

c) Creek - a na1ur&I stream of w&ter normally smaller than and often tribulory to & 

river 

d) Coastal '.ArdUtr - includes the area from a line approximating the mean high 
water along the mainland or island as far out as sixty (60) nautical mues 
including tile bays, harbors. and sounds. 

e) Coastal area - an area of land that is affected in various ways by its closeness 
to the sea togetner with the area of sea that is attected by being close to 
human act1v1hes on c:.1nll from the h:md. 

tl Wat&1 CoJe of tnfit Philippines - a ctecree instituting a code that governs the 

ownership, appropriation, utilization, exploitatton. development, conseivation 
and protecuon of water resources. 

g) Barangay Ecological Precincts - a group that shall convene and uphold the 
given tune lions under Section 5 of this ordinance. 

h) Water Ways - is any nc1v1oable body of water. Waler ways can include rivers. 
lakes, seQ.s, oceans and canals. In order for the water way to be navigable, it 
must meet several criteria: 

• The t-lfetler wtty must be deep enough to allo"w lhe d1aft depth of the vessels 
using ,t: 

• The Wftlerw«y musl be wide enough to allow passage for the beam width 
of the vesse,s using it: 

• The w ... Jerw&y must be free of bamers to uavigation such as waterra1/s and 
rapid,., or hB'tle a 1/1,ff)': 
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Section 3. OEClARllTIOff Of P~fJ4CIPLE. 11 Is the principle that Local 
Gov('mment Units sl1all share with lhe Nationel Government the respon~ibifily in fl1e 
mrmagement And maintenance of ecolo~1cal bl"<lence w.ithtn their terrttoriel j1Jrisdlction. 

Swlon 4. OVERSIGliT COMMITTEE. The City Environment and Hr"•ur~, 
Resources Office thru the Office of the City Mr-yor shell oversee the implementotion o' this 
ordinance . The oversig'n commtttee will supervise the RArqngey Ecological-Precincts that 
was created by each Barangay end shall coordinate with the leading task force which is 
the Department of PtJbhc Services (DPS) in the preservMion and conservation of local 
waters ~,jfhin B@cofod Ctty. It is also vital lo ~ncourage arid to crc.-:;te public a-Nare~ess 
among different Barangays, private seciors, cMI socie1y, and the ~cademe for a more 
active response from the community 60 days afler lhe approval to submit the 
lmplem..-nling Rules and Regulations (IRR), 

Section S. BA.P..ANGAY ECO t.Ot;JCAL Pnrc•tJCTS. Each B?rangays of 
Bacolod City shall create their o¥m Barangay Erological Precincts and P"presentativ~s of 
th~ rf"spective BAC-UP sta•lons. They havP thP. following f11nctions: 

~) Ov~rs~e that cleanlinP.ss of the rh·P.r that is loi:at,..d on the land area of their 

Barangav of which the-y have jt 1nsci•ction therP.of: 

b) Train and depnti;::P, "River V\laniors" or "Aan1~y Suha" in ~oordination with thP. 
Bantay Oaqat Tasl< Force: 

c) ResponsibtP. for th~ P.nf orcemP.nt of arnHcflblP laws and ordinances ag~inst 

people wtio are cauoht throwinp trash and l)fher environmentally hannful 
materiats into the estcro: 

d) Establish treP. n11rseri,,.s on ltv, B::ffa119::tys 01 localities bP.side the rivers and 

other 1nbutaries in Bacolod City: 

e) Coordtn1=1te with the O"pflrtment of Puhlic SP,rv ir.es with regards to their project 
in clean,ng the river: 

f) Coor(iinatP, with pr~t~ organizaH<ms wi•h r~o~rds to thPir project in cteening 

the river: 

g) Conduct trPP, growing activities wi1hin 1hP.ir juris~1ction along the river banks: 

h) Coordin~te with the D~pm1ment of Public SP.rvi<:P,S (OPS) for the coll~ction of 

wastes taken from the coastal . cre~k~. water ways and rivers and the dis'•·,1ery 
to the s~nit:,iry landfill : 
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i) Coordinate n1th ttle Oeµ&rtment of Agnculture (DA) office for the dtstnbuhon of 
planung m&it;rtals such isS prop&gules. saphngs, wr1d1ngs to be ptantea along 
river b&nks and other lr1oularies tn Bacolod Ctty: 

j) Coordinate With BACIWA and CfNF.CO and other cornmercral &nd industrial 
es,ablishmenl w11n 1eg..irds to their proJ~ct in cleaning the nver. creek, water 
ways and \..utSstal ; 

k) Coordinate with ttie City Hec:1lth. ENR.0. and DENR with regards to thetr project 
in cleaning the nver, creek. water ways and coastal. 

Section 6. COMPOSITION. Each Barangays Ecological- Precincts shall be 
composed of one meinbcr each of the following: 

CHAIRMAN Punong Barangay 

VICE CHAIRMAN : Kagawad Chair, Comn1ittee on Environment 

MEMBERS Repre~entative from tile Sangguniang Kabataan: 
kepre~entatt,;e from the Out of School Youth: 
Repre~entative from the Non-working House-wives: 
R~resentative froM the Acadt:meJEaucation Sector, 
Reµresentahve from the Private Sector 
Repre~entative of the PNP from its respective Police Stc:ition 
Rt:presentahve from Disaster Risk Reduction Management 
Office (DRRMO) 

S6ction 7. ADOPT A COASTAL AREA, RIVER ANO CREEK. Any 
establishment, school or 8a1any&J that exist along a certain liver, creek, waler wt1ys and 
a coastal area must be responsible for their solid waste disposal and management to 
safeguard the rivers_ l ne campaign contains: 

a) A river clean up which \viii be undertaken l1Nice a year within: 

a.1) trie fourth w"'ek ot June and: 
a.2) on the first week of December. 

b) An estanlisnments or corporation located in the immediate area along the 
particular rivi;r are requned to parlicipate in the clean-up; 

c) AU schools located in the immediate area alono the particular river are required 
to panicipe1te in the ciec:in-up: 

d) All BarangdyS located ;n the 1mm-ed1ate area along the particular river are 
required to pbrlicipdtc in the clean-up_ 
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SeclJon 8. PROHIBITIONS. Any nerson or ,-.~tablishment is prohibited from 
cfischarqing or cause disposal of any untreatPd wastewatf'r, sludge, oil, grease, chemical, 
or other waste to any pArt of the City thAf will endAnger tt,~ environmental condition of the 
City's rivers, creeks and waterNays with correspondil'lg penalties thereof as provided for in 
Sec. 28 of Clean w~ter Ad of 200·1. All AetMH~s done agr,1nst the ret~ntion of areas v,ithin 
Ct>:rtain distances along the banks of rivers. creeks, and coe~lal welers for environment,~! 
protection shall be considered prohibited Acts such Ac; hog and poultry raising. In 
accordance with Section 16, paragraphs 7 & 8 of P.D No. 705 ofher,vise kno1!'.'n as 
"Revised Fores1ry Code of the Philippines". Article 51 of P .0. No. 1067 otherNise knovm 
as "The Wafer Code of the Philippines". and, P .O. No. 9VP1: 

Sedion 16 of P .0. No 705. Are0s nePdcd for fore~t purposes: 

7) Twenty-meter strips of lend etong the edge of the normal high wfl'fNtine (I'° 

rivers and streams with channels nf at least five (5) meters wide. 

8) Strips of Ma'lgrove or swamplands at least (20) meters wide, along shor~-lines 
facing oceans, lakes, and other bcrfies of water; and strips of land ~ teasf 
twenty (20) meters facing fAkes. 

Article 51 of P.O. No. 1067 provides: 

The banks of riv~rs and streams and t11e shore~ of •h~ seas. and throughout their 
entire length and 'tl.'ithin a zone of three (3) meters in urban areas, twenty (20) meters in 
agricuttura! areas. and forty (40) metP,rs in for~st ftrf'l!aS ;,\long their margins are subje"t to 
the easement of public use in th~ interest of r•creation, na"igation. floetage, fishing ~nd 
salW!ge . 

Section 9. PURC11ASE OF EOutPME,,.TS. ThP. fcillnwing equipments shall be used 
for the purpose of this. ordinance to be safe kept bv Oisa~•"r Risk Reduction Management 
Office (ORRMO). 

a) Rdractom"1tP.r - used to measure the salinity ofwq1er. 

b) Se<:chi Disk - <::ircular rtisk used to m~~sure vv~ter transparP.ncy. 

<.:) Dissolved Oxygen Meter (D.O. f\.,,.ten - usP.d to measure the amonnt of 
oxygen present me of water to incticate if the water is useful for A sr,cific 
application likf" river monitoring. 

d) pH Meter - USP.cl for m~asuring th,.. p4 (acidity ryr al~AlinUy) of a liquid. 

P.) PioCIP.aner - us~d to treat ~II kinrts of orgF111ic wast~ including resirlP.nfipl 
commerciAt. industrif\l and municip~l secto~ It can be effectiv~ty used in 
natural waterways such as rivers. la~·es and b~vs. 
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f) Rubber bo~I -used in cleaning waters mosl especially in the deeper part of the 

nver. 

g) litter Traps -to be installed in different areas of water boates. 

S&ctlon 10. FUMDlNG. For purposes of this ordinance, the City of Bacolod shall 
bllocate the amount of Two Millio11 Pesos (P 2,000,000.00) annualiy to be taken from the 
general funds and be c111oca1ed to the office of Environment and Natural Resources Office 
(ENRO) which shall be used fo1 the programs and opc1cstmg expenses in implementing 
the various projects 

Section 11. OISBUN.SEMEMT OF FUNO. The fund herein shall be disbursed by 
the City through the t.1wironmtnt and Natures! Resources Office. And the implementcition 
of the project will be in coordmation with the various Barangays in Bacolod City. 

Section 11. lWFORMATtON-EDUCATIOM CAMPAIGN. The Public Information 
Onice (PIO) will sp,;c1rhead tt1e informahon-education campaign in coordination with 
ENRO and the affectt..d Ban:mga~s. 

Section 13. h11CEMTIVES. The City will give incentive/award to the Barangay 
who hds the clean~s, river, creek, cancil o.- coa~lcil area. 

Section 14. PENALTY CLAUSE. Any in<iivtdual or juridical person. vmo shall cto 
acts such as throwi119 of ctny i..111ds of humcin or animal Wct5te, spilling, uisposing of 
chemicals, and does not comply 'Nilh the required semi annual clean up or any acts done 
against the ordind1\c~ ~hall l>e hcible for the following penalties. 

a . Any lndividuat 

First Offense 

Succeeding Otfenses 

b. Any Juridical Person; 

First Otter 1se 
Succeedl11y Offenses 

P 500.00 

P1 .000.00 plus commumly work or 
imprisonment for 6 months; 

P 1,000.00 
P 2,000.00 plus revocation of Mayor's permit. 

Section 15. SEPARABlUTY CLAUSE. If for any reason, any section or provtslon 
of lhls ordinance is hdd lo he invtslid 1.11 unconsfoulion&I, other p&,1/s or provisions hereof 
which are not affected thereby shall continue to be 1n full force &nd effect. 

I 

... 



City Ordinance No. 604 
September 5, 2012 

Page 7 

Sectfon 16. EFFECTIVITY. This ordl11anc~ shall toke efl'ect Meen (15) days after 
compliance Y.<ilh the mandeiory rf:'quirement s~t forth by,~,. 

CARRIED BY THE VOTE OF: 
Affirmative. 

Councilors : 

Negative : 

Absent 

Official leave: 

l'\uthor : 

Passed 

CommP.ots: 

ATTESTED· 

Homer 0. Bai<;. Archie S . Baribar. Roberto M . Rojas. 
Catalino T. Alisbo, Em L Ang. Elmer T. Sy, SonyA M . 
Verdeflor. Al Vidor A. Espino. Caesar Z Distrito. Carlos 
Jose V. Lopez, Mona Dia G ,tardin. 

None. 

None . 

Coum:ilor Dindo C RPmos 

Councilor Carlo<; Jost' V l opez. 

September 5, 2012 (1141n Regular Session). 

Passed. 
Councilors El Cid M Famil·~ran and Keith Emmanuel L. 
Rflmos were not ~round wh~n this ordimmc~ '~'as passed. 

ff FLEM P:t\:GA~PI 
Bo"'rd Secretflry IV 

OlC, Secretal"j to the Sanggunian 

APPRO\/ED: SP.otemh~r 2-[ 2Q.12. 

HPLljbz S L~ 

EVE• JO R. LEOIIIII\R(m\ 
City Mayor 

: ~ ' 1r · 'Tli::- ,l"':'·. IC. ~ ~, L: CTl 0N 

:; 1 r Jf:<.c/1'(_ TJ11.r-_L~..t 

\__Y: ~~-



Republika ng Pilipinas 
Tanggapan ng Sangguniang Panlungsod 
Lungsod ng Bacolod 

CERTIFICATION 

This is to certify that City Ordinance No. 604, Series of 2012, passed by 
the Sangguniang Panlungsod on September 5, 2012, entitled: 

"CLEAN RIVER, CREEK, WATERWAYS AND COASTAL 
ORDINANCE OF BACOLOD CITY." 

was published in the October 9, 2012 issue of Negros Daily Bulletin and was 
likewise posted in the bulletin board of the Sangguniang Panlungsod at the New 
Government Center as required in the said City Ordinance and is now therefore 
legally in effect. 

Bacolod City, Philippines, October 26, 2012. 

mt/$ ,, 

G. LOGRUNIO 
Staff Officer Ill 

to the Sanggunian 




