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CITY ORDINAttCE NO. 602 
SeptembP" 5, 2012 

AM ORDINANCE REGOlATING Tl-4E PRACTICE OF TRAOITIO"Al fft"tMC 
DEUVERtES OR OEUVERY ATTEritDEO BY A TRADITIONAL BIRTH ATTENDANT O~ 
PALTFRA. 

WHEREAS, Article It. Ser:tion 12 of thP. PhilippinP. C'rmslitution mandates the "Qua! 
protection of the life of the mother and the life of the unbom from conception; 

WNEPE.AS. Section 16 of Republir: Ad 7160 ('lthP.r,;vise knovm "'s the Local 
Govemment Code provides that every l0cal govetrmf'nt within their respN.tive 
jllris<iidions shall ~nsmP. nnd prnmotP. health ?nrl si:tf P.1y ~nci pn·"serve the comfort and 
convenience of the inhabitants: 

WHFPEAS. in the St:=it~ of the Pop11l~tion 2004 rrport of UNFPA. ten yp,ars ~fler 
the Cairo Consensus on the International Conference on Population ;,nd Developr1e11t 
(ICPO) ProgrammP. of Action. o!)stetnc i::omphc11t1ons ~rp still thP IP-arling cause of t:leath 
for women of repro(iuctivP age in developing countril}s today: 

WH1:R.EAS. ~<'r:NrltnD to ~ 2009 s1~1e of the Wnrld's ChildrP.n rPport from thP. 
United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), th~ Philippines is among the countries with the 
hlgh~st indrlPnCPS of m::.ter111:,I i:tnri childrnn's rte~ths around th~ wrirld: 

WHEREAS. at.cording to a rnport nf thP MP.<11ral Action Group. in th4! 2008 
Nation~! Demogrf'ohic and Health Survey results 36cx., of births in the Philippines were 
attenrt,ict hy a hilotfp:=tltPrn nr tn:,r!ihonAl ti1rth ~HPndFtnt: 

WttEPEAS. lhP r.Aerl1cRl Achon Group rPcomm*"r<is the best way to reduc"" the 
risks of complications and infections that mfly cause th~ death or serious illness of the 
mothP.r F1mt the hflby or both 1s to incrf>ase thP proportion of rtelivP.ri~s in a safe and clean 
environment and under the supervision of skilled attendants and health professionals. 

WHf PEAS. ~ rnrort of thP. Bacolod Citv HP.filth 0ffir.P rP.veals that as of thP year 
2011, the leading cause of death among pregnant wom"n after delivery are eclampsia. 
hPmorrhagP. and S"'psis or post partum infections v.•hir:h cn11ld hP prPvented if thP. 'NOm?n 
is brought to the ho'!>pital or is taken care of by a trained medical professional: 

WHFREAS, fhP. sairt rP,port also shC1ws th1=1t thP ,,.Ading causAs of infant mortality 
in Bacolod City are aspiration. sepsis. prematurity. •esoiratory distress synd1 ome, 
r;ongPnital flnomi:.tv i:ind asphyxia neonatonim . mAjority of which ArP. attribut"s of 
delivfl>,ries in an unsafe and unclean environment without any supervision from a health 
profession(\! or av~ilAhility of emP,rgency mP,(tir:al POllipmP\"lf anrt fat.ilities: 
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WHEREAS. risk of maternAI and neonAIAI deAths for A given populA'tion group is 
magnified with the fisk of df"Ji11e1ing without l,eing aHendP-d to by s.,_illed bir1h attendants 
And of not having accf"c:s to emergenr.y obstelric ~nd nfl'onefal care services; 

WHEREAS. the United Nmions MrHPnnium Development GoAIS actively promote 
gender equality, reduction of child mortality end the improvement of mAlernal health in 
orc1er to end extr~m~ world pover1y by 2015: 

WHEREAS. this measure seel<s to enAble pregnan• young women to obtain prnprr 
maternal health care and help them with the proper care 1:nd nourishment of their children 
thereby reducing lhP. incidence of child mortality: 

0\111 THEREFORE. BE IT OROAfNEO. by the SAngqumang Panlungs0d of 
Bacolod City, in a regular session assembled, thAt: 

Section 1. Shon Tltle. This Ordinance shall be known as tht:> "Homeblrth 
Regulrtfion Ordfnanc~. •• 

Ser:tion 2. O~hntf#on of Pol#l;y. - It is hPrehy n"chrPct the policy of the City of 
8:aicolod to ensure the protection and safety of the life of 1)ofh the moth~r and the child. 
Pursu::int thereto. thP. p~<'hce of homP- birth is hP-r,,.by rPgulat,,.d in orrlP,r to protect the 
health and ,r.•ell-being of the mother and the newly-bom from the risks of infection and 
ot'1P.r rtiSP.FISPS. 

Secthm 3. $(;1)/lf" This orrtinance sh~II bP. appli<'Able to all barangays ,r.tjthiri tt'P 
definition of the tem,s referred to herein, concerned depfltfments of the city government 
i:md all public ami privfltP. jmidir.~l persons in the c:ity. 

Section 4. l)pflnltlt:m of T enns 

a Tradition~, Hf)m"' Orflvtary- refers to the a<:t of dP.livrring ne\·vborns outsi<i" of 

a birthinQ facility (i.e. house. school. market, etc:.) whether attended t:,1 a 
trained paltera or mid'Nif e. 

b. Tradltlon-ll Blrttl Atfi»nd,mt {T~IU or "P.:llf,:,n" - r"'fer; to the person. other 

th~n a doctor or health professional . artm,nisteririn the delivery of a newly born 

baby withou\ lhe required license to nractice such. 

c. Mtdwtfe - refers to lhP licensP prof Pssional mirt-mfP. train~d to d~liver a child 

d . CffO - rP.fers 1o th~ City HeAfth Office. 

~. Birthing Facmty - rP.f "'TS to a lir.fmsed instit11tion ,,.,hich fflcilitatP.s the delivery 
of a chHct at birth. 

I 



Crty Ordinance No. 602 
September 5. 2012 

PagP 3 

f. S1dHed Birth Attend,mts - refers fo A midwife , physician. obs~c1rici0n. nurse. 
or other heAlfh care professional 1Nho provide!- basic and emergency health 
C1're servicec; lo \.tifomen and their ne, •borns dminQ pregn~ncy, C;hildbirth and 
the oo..;fpart11m p~riod. 

SM.tltm 5. ProMr,#tkm on Hom., Delivery ar 0Pf;,.,ery Attended by a P21ter,, -

The follo\Ying Ar~ 1he prohibtted Acts under this ord1ri~nce · 

a. ThP. riPlive.f'} of birth f\l home by skilled birth ~tt,-ndant or traditional birth 

a1tendant or pattera not falling within the exception,:; under Sfl:ction 6 hereof. 

b. The delivP.f'J of births hy a pattera. ""hPthPr in a b irthing facility or not. 

Sect\on 4'. FY,;p,pflons. - HomP- <1Phv~ry mny be allowed in the follo,,.ving 
situations: 

~ If n, .. fl!-,:per.:tant mothP.r is living in remote. isntited or dii;advantag,.d areas of 

the citv 'i"here transport to health facilities/birthmg clinicc. is difficult especially 

when the mother is in labor; 

b. Dunno i:tr:tivP. lflbor. P,arliP,r than e)t.pectP.<"I. where no transportation vehicle is 
available: 

c. WhP,n the haby is dP,livPrPd ::in<i thPr~ is 110 Rvailable trnnsportation: 

d. nuring ~<;tiv~ IRbor ~nrt tt,P r:h::t!1('P of hP!hy , lP.liVP.tP.d in transport vehicle is 
v~ry high 

Pmvlded. that if AftP,r ev,..tu~tion of thP. Skillerl Airth Allemlants (SAA). the mother 
andlor the neonate requires ':'!mergency oor:tf'fric and neonatal care Sl'!rvices. the SBA 
should inimediBtety hnng th~ mother r1n<t th,.. nP.or,<>t~ to the nearest hP.alth fa<;ility. 

Provi<ied further. 1hat s11<:h homP. dP'iv~ry shAII he justified hy a private or "'Ublic 
physician that the de!~y in delivety wll put th~ mother and the baby in eminent dange; . 

ProVi(lect furthPrmore . thA' thP. ,itt~nding skillP.<1 hirth ~tt,.ndant v•ho assisted a 
deliv"'rv. within twentv fow (24} hours after such delivery shall rt>port to the City Hef'lth 
Offio" 1hP. homP. ,:iP,hVP,f'J find l"P, r~as<'n/s t-~h,nd. rtu!y attP.stP.<1 to t,P, true hy the Punong 
Bt=trangay 
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Section 7. Rofp of B1mmgay He-alth C.Pnters aml the S11petvlsion of Pm"mg 
Banmg11ys. - The baranqay he&:11lh centPrs shall r~ron regularly to the Punong 
Barang~ cases of pregm:mcy and shall refer fh~ sAme tc the AAcol<'d I ying-ln Clinic or 
lo licf'nsed b,rthing fAciliHes for further evaluation. The Barangay Health Workers 
(A4Ws) shall encourAgP- trAriilionAI birth alhmd@nts or pel1~res to be trBined as licensed 
mid'.·vives. 

The Punong A~rangay shall closP.ly monitor lhP incidence of traditional home 
delivery and shall apprehend the violators hereto. 

Sf>Ctlon 8. Rllt~ of TradftfotVtl Blrlh AttP,,dants or Palteras. - The 
RPproductive Health FramP.work emphasizes A g,mrl~r-culh1re and rights based appro,ch . 
thus, the contribution of the Traditional Birth Attendants in the Safe Motherhood Program 
is s1ill P.SSP.ntiat. The rolP. of TradiHonal Airth AtlP-n<iAnts must only be Umttf'<i to 
Supportive Care during and post-parturn: 

a. As companion in the birthing clini<:lhospital during labor and <iP.livery of the 

mother. 

h. Assist the mi<i'Nife in the preparntion r,f the <ielivery room/equipments ~nd 
instruments in the birthing clinic. 

c. Assist in thP. mi('fwifp during the labor Vl·'Rtch 

d. May run errands \;,-'hen necessAry 

e. Assist mofhers to initiate immediate breasifeedin9. 

f. To report to midwife Any untoward pnst-partum complication. 

Section 9. P~nalfles. - Any person or entity whCI violates Seciions 5 and the 
obligations imposed under Section 6 hereof shell be subject to the following penalties· 

a. Firs1 Offense - A fine of One Thousand Prsos (Php 1000 00) for every 

delivery of birth and an imprisonment of six <6) mnnths to one (1) year: 

b . Second Offense - A fine of Two Trousend Pesos (P 2000.00) for ,:,•:"!ry 

delivery of birth and an imprisonment of one (1) \'ear: 

The abovemenfioned penalties shall bP eoplicable 11of\\~lhstanding the applic?-tion 

of the New CM! Code anci the Revised Penal Code on the <iamage or injury commilt~d to 
persons. 
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Passed . 
Councilors El Cid M. Famili~ran and Keith Emmanurl L . 
R~mos WP.re not .=irounrl whP.n this ordinance was passed. 

ATTFSTFl1: 

Bo.:trd Secr~tary IV 
OIC, Secretary to the Sanggunian 

--APPRO\/FO: Sept~mbP.r 2->J. 2012. f:\fl!::IJO R. LE0""~0fA... 

City May~/~ 

HPL/Jbz 

:·-~ ':" 
: I:·' I I '· 11~ ' ( Tl ') ;d 

, , . <1)21,I rL , · it.tu~ 

{_ i~ -··---, 



• t 

Republika ng Pmpinas 
Tanggapon rig Sangguniang Ponlungsod 
Lungsod ng Dae olod 

------------------- ----·-·------

CERTIFICATION 

This is to certify that City Ordinance No. 602, Series of 2012, passed by 
the Sangguniang Panlungsod on September 5, 2012, entitled : 

"AN ORDINANCE REGULA TING THE PRACTICE OF 
TRADITIONAL HOME DELIVERIES OR DELIVERY ATTENDED 
BY A TRADITIONAL BIRTH ATTENDANT OR PAL TERAS" 

was published in the November 10, 2012 issue of Sun-Star Bacolod and was 
likewise posted in the bulletin board of the Sangguniang Panlungsod at the New 
Government Center as required in the said City Ordinance and is now therefore 
legally in effect. 

rg!I$ 

Bacolod City, Philippines, January 14, 2013 .. 

. 
' 

HELEN P. LEGASPI 
Board Secretary IV 

OIC, Secretary to the Sanggunian 




