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REPUBLIKA NG PILIPINAS
TANGGAPAN NG SANGGUNIANG PANLUNGSOD
LUNGSOD NG BAKOLOD
-000-

CITY ORDINANCE NO. 485
MARCH 10, 2009

AN ORDINANCE BANNING AND PROHIBITING THE ENTRY OF
GENETICALLY MODIFIED ORGANISMS (GMO’S) IN THE CITY OF BACOLOD AND
FOR SUCH OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the City of Bacolod supports the initiative of the twin provinces of
Negros Occidental and Oriental Negros, are aware of the vital need to achieve
sustainable resource management and to achieve food security for the entire island as
an integrated unit, in achieving a unified sustainable agricultural rural development,
especially for small-holder communities, centered upon diversified organic produce for
the entire island,;

WHEREAS, the City of Bacolod likewise supports the commitment of the whole
island to prohibit entry of genetically-modified plants and animals in the island,

WHEREAS, the City of Bacolod adheres to the principles of the International
Federation of Organic Agriculture Movement (IFOAM), which are:

1. Our efforts should sustain and enhance the health of the soil, plant, animal
and human and planet as one and indivisible (Principle of Health);

2. Our initiatives should be based on living ecological systems and cycles,
working with them, emulating them and helping sustain them (Principle of
Ecology),

3. Our engagements should build on relationships that ensure fairness with
regard to the common environment and life opportunities (Principle of
Equity); and

4. Our leadership should look towards managing in a precautionary and
responsible manner the initiatives under our care to protect the health and
well-being of current and future generations and the environment (Principle
of Care).

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Sangguniang Panlungsod of
Bacoled City, in session assembled that:

Article . Title - This ordinance shall be known as “GMO-Free City Ordinance.”

Article Il. Declaration of Policy - The City recognizes the need and importance of
protecting the biodiversity of the Island and prioritizes measures for the attainment of its
status as an organic food city. As a concrete and initial step towards these ends, it is
hereby made a policy of the City to prohibit the entry, introduction and importation of
genetically-modified living organism in the territorial jurisdiction of the City.

Article lll. Definition of Terms - The herein terms used shall have the following
generally accepted definitions, thus,
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b)

As in the CPB, the term LMO is being used herein to distinguish living
Genetically Modified Organisms (GMO) from non-living GMOs or GM
products such as flour from GM Maize.

Persons — refer to natural and juridical persons, including corporations,
groups or organization and partnership whether or not registered under
existing laws.

Biotechnology' — refers to any technological application that uses biological
systems, living organisms, or derivatives thereof to make or modify product
S or processes for a specific use.

Article IV. The following shall be prohibited acts:

Section 1. Ban on Entry of LMOs — No person shall introduce to or bring in
any area within the territorial jurisdiction of this City living modified organisms, including
genetically modified plants and animals.

a)

Duty to Declare. All persons who seek to introduce or bring to the City any
living plant, animal or microorganism are hereby required to declare before
the Office of the City Agriculturist (OCA) and Office of the City Veterinarian
(OCV) that the plant, animal or microorganism that are sought to be
introduced or brought into the City are not genetically-modified or are not
living modified organisms. In case of organizations, such declaration shall
be executed by the head of the organization/entity and the officer directly
responsible for such introduction/local importation. Such declaration shall
substantially conform to the contents of Annex “A” hereof.

Monitoring Stations.  For this purpose, the City through the OCA and
OCV shall set up monitoring stations within each port/terminal of entry,
whether sea, air or land to ensure compliance with this ordinance.
Additionally, inspectors at monitoring stations are hereby authorized to
conduct regular and random inspection of living plant and animal cargos.

Section 2. Ban on LMO Experimentation and/or Field Testing — No person
shall conduct any laboratory or field testing or any activity whatsoever for the
propagation experimentation related LMOs within the territorial jurisdiction of the City.

Section 3. Prohibition against Planting, Growing, Selling and Trading.
The planting growing, selling and trading of living modified organism within the territorial
jurisdiction of this City is likewise prohibited.

a)

Phase-Out Existing Activities involving LMOs and Required Disclosure. All
persons who are engaged, at the time of the effectivity of this ordinance, in
the planting, growing, selling and trading of living modified organisms, in
whatever quantity or stage, within the City are hereby given one hundred
twenty (120) days from the date of effectivity of this Ordinance within which
to completely and permanently terminate the planting, growing, selling and
trading of living modified organisms All such persons are hereby required
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Article V.

Enforcement. The City, through the OCA and OCV, with the approval of

the City Mayor, through an executive order shall appoint as inspectors such number of
persons, as may be requisite and necessary, appearing to be qualified for the purpose
of ensuring compliance and enforcement of this ordinance.

Section 1. Powers of Inspectors. The duly appointed inspector shall have the
following powers:

a)

To enter premises, including but not limited to a facility, vessel or property,
which the inspector has reason to believe is necessary for him to enter and
to take with him any person duly authorized by the OCA and/or OCV and in
case of such entry, to take with the inspector any equipment or materials
required for any purpose for which the power of entry is being exercised:;

To carry out such test and inspection and to make such recordings, as may
in any circumstances be necessary,

To direct that any or part of the premises, which he has power to enter or
anything in such premises, shall be left undisturbed whether generally or in
particular respects, for so long as is reasonably necessary for the purpose of
any test or inspection;

To take samples of any organisms, articles or substances found in or any
premises which he has power to enter and of the air, water, or land in, on or
in the vicinity of the premises:

In case of anything found in or on any premises which he has power to enter
which appears te him to be or to contain or to have contained LMOs, to
cause it to be subjected to any process or test;

In case of anything mentioned in subparagraph (e) above or anything found
on premises which he has power to enter which appears to be LMO or to
consist of or include LMOs, to take possession of it and detain it for so long
as is necessary for all or any of the following purposes:

1) To examine it and to do anything which he has power to do under
that subparagraph;

2) To ensure that it is not tampered with before his examination of it is
completed, and

3) Toensure that it is available for use as evidence in any proceedings
for an offense under this ordinance or any existing laws or
regulations

To require the production of or where the information is recorded in
computerized form, the furnishing of extracts from any records which are
necessary for him to see for the purpose of any test or inspection and to
inspect, take copies of any entry in the records;

To require any person to afford him such facilities and assistance with
respect to any matters or things within that person's control or in relation to
which that person has responsibilities as are necessary to enable the
inspector to exercise any of the powers conferred on him by this Ordinance;
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In case where goods are seized by an inspector without reasonable cause, the
aggrieved person may bring an action in competent court for appropriate relief,
including the return of the goods seized.

Article V1. Capability-Building and Accreditation of Laboratories for Enforcement
Purposes. The City, through the OCA and OCV, shall establish a capacity-building
program for the concerned implementers of this ordinance as well as other stakeholders
which shall include information and education campaign of the affected sectors of the
general public.

The City shall likewise undertake the creation and/or strengthening of linkages with and
establishment of accredited laboratories, whether public or private, for purposes of
regular and/or random testing of plants and animals brought into the territorial
jurisdiction of the City.

Article VIl.  Creation of Multi-Stakeholder LMO Oversight Committee and
Responsibilities. A Multi-Stakeholder LMO Oversight Committee is hereby created
which is tasked and empowered to monitor the implementation of this ordinance. The
Committee shall likewise recommend such policies, regulations and measures towards
better compliance and enforcement of the ordinance, as may be necessary and
appropriate.

Section 1. Composition. The Committee shall be composed of the following:

Four (4) Members from the Non-Government Organization/People’s

Organization of the City, namely:

a President/Chairman/Director of a non-government organization duly
accredited by the City, involved in organic farming or its duly authorized
representative,

b President/Chairman/Director of a non-government organization duly
accredited by the City, involved in environment conservation or its duly
authorized representative,

o President/Chairman/Director of a people's organization duly accredited by
the City, involved in organic farming or its duly authorized representative;
and

d  President/Chairman/Director of a people's organization duly accredited by
the City, involved in environment conservation or its duly authorized
representative.

Two (2) Members from the Academic Sector of the City, namely;

a. Dean/Department Head of a College/Department of Biology, Biotechnology,
Genetic or Environmental Engineering or related fields or his duly authorized
representative;

b. Dean/Department Head of a College/Department of Chemistry or related
fields or his duly authorized representative.

Two (2) Members from the Business Sector of the City, namely
a President/Chairman/Director of a business organization/federation/chamber
involved in organic manufacturing/trade or  his duly authorized



City Ordinance No. 485
Series of 2009 -Page 5 -

Three (3) representatives from the City, namely:

a. The City Mayor or his duly authorized representative:

. The Chairperson of the SP Committee on Agriculture and Fisheries or his
duly authorized representative:

c. The City Agriculturist or his duly authorized representative.

Three (3) representatives from the National Government Agencies, namely:

a. City Director of the DENR or his duly authorized representative:;

b. City Director of the Department of Agriculture or his duly authorized
representative;

c. City Director of the Department of Health or his duly authorized
representative.

Section 2. Appointment of Representatives from the Private Sector. The
members from the non-government organization/people’s organization, academic and
business sectors shall be herein appointed by the Mayor through an executive order,
from among those, who shall apply in writing to the Office of the Mayor for such
membership within thirty (30) days from the effectivity of this ordinance. In case where
such membership is not filled up by any interested and qualified applicant, the other
members of the Committee shall recommend to the Mayor nominees to the committee
membership.

Section 3. Authorization. All authorizations for the representatives of the
member, if any, shall be made in writing and signed by the member himself or herself

Section 4. Chairmanship. The Mayor shall serve as the Chairman of the
Committee. In case of his absence, the Vice-Mayor shall serve as Chairman of the
Committee but the Mayor may designate anyone of the Committee members to preside
over its meetings. In case of deliberations and decision-making, the Chairman shall
have no voting rights, except to break the tie.

Section 5. Organization. The Chairman shall convene and organize the
Committee within sixty (60) days from the effectivity of this ordinance.

Section 6. Meetings. The Committee shall hold meetings at lease once in
every quarter of the calendar year. The Committee may likewise hold special meetings,
provided that, notice is properly given to all members at least twenty-four hours before
the scheduled meeting.

Article VIll. Expansion of coverage. After a period of one (1) year from the
passage of this Ordinance the ban shall extend in scope from LMO's to GMOs. The
City shall hereby undertake all measures to include the banning of all genetically-
modified organisms, living or non-living and GM products, in whatever form, through
the passage of an additional implementing rules and regulations pursuant to this
Ordinance, to fully realize its goal of attaining the status as an organic food city,
premised on sustainable resource management and agricultural rural development
centered upon diversified organic produce

Article I1X. Full Cooperation and Coordination with the Province and Other Line
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Article X. Funding Requirement. An initial amount of Two Hundred Thousand Pesos
(P200,000.00) is hereby allotted for the implementation of this ordinance, subject to an
annual allocation of such amount as may be deemed necessary and requisite, which
shall in no case be less than Two Hundred Thousand Pesos (P200,000.00)

Article XI. Penalties. Any person who commits any of the following prohibited acts:

a) Misrepresentation or any false statement in the declaration or disclosure; or

b) Entry or introduction of LMOs within the territorial jurisdiction of the City; or

¢) Transport of LMOs within the territorial jurisdiction of the City, or

d) Laboratory or field testing of LMOs within the territorial jurisdiction of the City;
or

e) Planting and growing of LMOs within the territorial jurisdiction of the City; or

f) Selling and trading of LMOs within the territorial Jurisdiction of the City;

g) Orany other act or omission prohibited in this ordinance.

Shall be meted with penalty of confiscation of the LMO or item subject of this Ordinance
or with a fine of not more than Five thousand Pesos (P5,000.00) or both at the
discretion of the court for each and every defined violation herein. In case where the
viclator is a corporation or organization, the head of the corporation/organization and
the persons directly liable for the violation shall be held liable.

Any LMO subject of such violation shall be seized and destroyed at the expense of the
violator.

Article XIl.  Restoration. In addition to the penalties imposed in the immediately
preceding section, the violator shall be ordered to restore the status quo ante, including
but not limited to the payment of costs of such scientific studies to evaluate the adverse
effects of his acts and/or omissions subject of his violation.

Article Xlll. Mandatory Publication and Information Dissemination. This
ordinance shall be published for three (3) consecutive weeks in three local newspapers
which have been in general circulation in the city for at least one year chosen by a raffle
and copies of which shall also be furnished to all punong barangays who shall in turn
disseminate the information during their assemblies. All sectors are enjoined to help in
disserminating information about this ordinance.

Article XIV. Separability Whenever any part of this ordinance shall be declared
unconstitutional by competent court, the remaining parts unaffected thereby shall
continue to remain valid and in effect.

Article XV. Effectivity. This ordinance shall immediately take effect on the |ast
day of its publication.

CARRIED BY THE VOTE OF
Affirmative:
Councilors Greg G Gasataya, Homer Q. Bais, Jocelle Batapa-Sigue,
Wilson C Gambea, Jr., Al Victor A. Espino, Napoleon A.
Cordova, Catalino T. Alisbo, Roberto M. Rojas, Alex A.
Paglumotan, Reynold | lledan, Diosdado A. Valenzuela.
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Official Leave Coungilor Dindo C. Ramos
Councilor Celia Matea R. Flor
Councilor Kevin Daniel L. Ramos

Main Authors Councilor Jocelle Batapa-Sigue
Councilor Alex A. Paglumotan
Passed March 10, 2009 (88" Regular Session)
Comments Passed.

ATTESTED:

N
—ATTY. NILO T. ALEJANDRINC
o Secretary to the Sanggunian

APPROVED: _March , 2009 EVELIO R. LEONARDIA

\O DAYS LAPSED City Mayor
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DECLARATION FORM REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
(Pursint to the Safeguard Agalnst LMO Ordlnance) PROVINCE OF NEGROS OCCIDENTAL
A, IDENTIFYING B. DECLARATION
INFORMATION PROPER
For ur o and on behall of the omanizaion, we heely declar g the cganam, plani or
hame of Organization:
Address of Organtzation: anial thaf we are miducing or bringing inky the ierores of the PrVvnce, _,m.ﬁ__,_m_, e por
Telephane NumberEmall Address: o ocaedin 108 and does oy

Nafure of Organization: (regisfered corporationdartnershin/eole proprietorship, etc) G 8 Wing modified Orgarom a8 definerd under e Sefeguar agansl LMG (rcinance

Head of Oigantzation/Address: of the Provinge. we: ke the foregoing dectireion undey rai of crimual and civi iabilty
Narae of Represenmative/agent: ¢, RECOGNIT i Qn _?mmmﬁamm
+ Designation of Representalive/Agent: POWERS
|
! Newme and Descripiion of Organismy;
Fiat avoidance of Goubt, we hereby dedared that we recognize the powers granted
| Quality and Quantlty of Organlsin: " ¥ B
_ o5 the mspeciors for the Provinoe under the safeguard pgains! LMO Ordinance,
| indended Destination for Crganlsmy

L

HEAD OF ORGANIZATION DIRECT REPRESENTATIVE OF ORGANIZATION
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C . RECOGNITION OF INSPECTOR'S
POWERS

For gveldanos of doubt, we herely declared that we recognize
the powers granted of the Inspectors [of the Provinge under the

Safeguard against LMO Ordinance

HEAD OF ORGANIZATION

EERECT REFRE SENTATIVE OF ORGANZATION

Sketch/Locator Map of Sttus
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
PROVINCE OF NEGROS OCCIDENTAL



CERTIFICATION

This is to certify that City Ordinance No. 485, Series of 2009, passed by
the Sangguniang Panlungsod on March 10, 2009, entitled:

“AN ORDINANCE BANNING AND PROHIBITING
THE ENTRY OF GENETICALLY MODIFIED
ORGANISMS (GMO) IN THE CITY OF BACOLOD AND
FOR SUCH OTHER PURPOSES."”

was published in the April 21, 2009 issue of the Negros Daily Bulletin; May 8,
2009 issue of Sun-Star Bacolod and May 12, 2009 issue of the Visayan Daily
Star respectively, and was likewise posted in the bulletin board of the
Sangguniang Panlungsod as required under the above mentioned City
Ordinance and is now therefore in effect.

Bacolod City, Philippines, May 12, 2009.

ATTY.N ALEd J
Secjetary to the Sanggunian

REPUBLIKA NG PILIPINAS
TANGGAPAN NG SANGGUNIANG PANLUNGSOD
LUNGSOD NG BACOLOD _ . >
000000~ '

_March 31 2009

Date

¢
‘The Honorable City Mayor
Bacolod City

Dear Sir;

We have the honor to subrait/furnish herewith copy(ies) of ___ C1Tv _onpninan=t No.(s)

H5 for—approval)-- !
Series of 200'? passed by the ééngguniang Panlungsod of Baoolod which isfare self-
explanatory. g

Please acknowledge receipt hereof

Very truly yours,
Received copy(ies) this ___ day - i
of ; 200@ Time ATTY. NILO T. ALEJANDRINO

Secretary to the Sanggunian

" (Signature) 10 DAYS LAPSED



