
REPUBLIKA NG PILIPINAS
TANGGAPAN NG SANGGUNIANG PANLUNGSOD

LUNGSOD NG BAKOLOD
-ooo-

CITY ORDINANCE NO. 485
MARCH 10,2009

AN ORDINANCE BANNING AND PROHIBITING THE ENTRY OF

GENET|CALLY MOD|F|ED ORGANTSMS (GMO'SI rN THE GITY OF BACOLOD AND
FOR SUGH OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the City of Bacolod supports the initiative of the twin provinces of
Negros Occidental and Oriental Negros, are aware of the vital need to achieve
sustainable resource management and to achieve food security for the entire island as

an integrated unit, in achieving a unifled sustainable agricultural rural development,
especially for small-holder communities, centered upon diversified organic produce for

the entire island;

WHEREAS, the Gity of Bacolod likewise supports the commitment of the whole

island to prohibit entry of genetically-modified plants and animals in the island;

WHEREAS, the City of Bacolod adheres to the principles of the lnternational

Federation of Organic Agriculture Movement (IFOAM), which are:

1. Our efforts should sustain and enhance the health of the soil, plant, animal
and human and planet as one and indivisible iPrinciple of Health);

2. Our initiatives should be based on living ecological systems and cycles,

working with them, emulating them and helping sustain them (Principle of
EcologY);

3. Our engagements should build on relationships that ensure fairness with
regard to the common environment and life opportunities (Principle of
Equity); and

4. Our leadership should look towards managing in a precautionary and
responsible manner the initiatives under our care to protect the health and
well-being of current and future generations and the environment (Principle
of Care).

NOW THEREFORE, BE lT ORDAINED by the Sangguniang Panlungsod of

Bacolod City, in session assembled that:

Article L Title - This ordinance shall be known as "GMO-Free City Ordinance."

Article ll. Declaration of Policy - The City recognizes the need and importance of
protecting the biodiversity of the lsland and prioritizes measures for the attainment of its
status as an organic food ciiy. As a concrete and initial step towards these ends, it is
hereby made a policy of the City to prohibit the entry, introduction and importation of
geneticalty-modified living organism in the territorial jurisdiction of the City.

Article lll. Definition of Terms - The herein terms used shall have the following
generally accepted defi nitions, thus,
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As in the CPB, the term LMO is breing used herein to distinguish living
Genetically Modified Organisms icMO) from non-living cMbs or GM
products such as flour from GM lrlaize.

bi Persons - refer to natural and juridical persons, including corporations,
groups or organization and partnership whether or not registered under
existing laws.

c) Biotechnology' - refers to any technological application that uses biological
systems, living organi$ms, or derjvatives thereof, to make or modihT product
s or processes for a specific use.

Article lV. The following shalt be prohibited acts.

Section 1. Ban on Entry of LMOs - No person shall introduce to or bring in
any area lvithin the territorial jurisdiciion of this City living modified organisms, including
genetically modified plants and animals.

a) Duty tc Declare. All persons who seek to introduce or bring to the City any
living plant, animal cr microorganism are hereby required to declare before
the Office cf the City Agriculturist (OCA) and Office of the City Veterinarian
{OCV) that the plant, animal or microorganism that are sought to be
introduced or brought into the City are not genetically-modified or are not
living modified organisms. In case of organlzations, sueh declaration shall
be executed by the lread of the organizationlentity and the officer direcly
responsible for such introduction/local importation. Such declaration shall
substantially conform to the contents of Annex ,,A" hereof.

b) Monitoring Stations. For this purpose, the Cify* through the OCA and
OCV shall set up monitoring statians urithin each port/terminal of entry,
whether sea, air or land to en$ure compliance with this ordinance.
Additionally, inspectors at monitoring stations are hereby authorized to
conduct regular and random inspecticn of living plant and animal cargos.

Section 2' Ban on LMO Experimentation and/or Field Testing - No person
shall conduct any laboratory or field testing or any activity whatsoever for the
propagation experimentation related LMOs within the territorialjurisdiction of the City.

Section 3" Prohibition against Planting, Growing, Selling and Trading.
The planting growing, selling and tradrng of living modified organism wiinin the territorial
lurisdiction of this City is likewrse prohibiteci

a) Phase-Out Existing Activities involving LMOs and Required Disclosure. All
persons who are engaged, at the tin're of the effectivity of this ordinance, in
the planting, growing, selling arrij irading of living modifled organisms, in
whatever quantity or stage, withrrr the City are hereby given one hr_lndr"ed
twenty (120) days from tl-re date of effectivity of this Ordinance within which
to ccmpletely and perrnaneniiy terminate the planiing, growing, selling and
irading cf living modified organr$ms All such persons are heieby required
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Article V. Enforcement. The City, through the OCA and OCV, with the approval of
the City Mayor, through an executive order shall appoint as inspectors such number of
persons, as mey be requisite and necessary, appearing to be qualified for the purpose
of ensuring compliance and enforcement of this ordinance

Section 1. Powers of Inspectors. The duiy appointed inspector shall have the
following powers.

ai To enter premises, including but not limited to a facility, ve$sel or property,
i,vhich the inspector has reason to beiieve is necessary for him to enter and
to take wtth him any person duly authorized by the OCA and/or OCV and in
case of such entry, to take with the inspector any equipment or materials
required far any purpose for which the power of entry is being exercised;

b) To carry out such test and inspection and to make such recordings, as may
in any circumstances be necessary;

c) To direct that any or part of the premises, which he has power to enter or
anything in such premises, shall be left undisturbed whether generally or in
particular respects, for so long as is reasonably necessary for the purpose of
any test or inspection;

d) To take samples of any organisms, articles or substances found in or any
premises which he has power to enter and of the air, rruater, or land in, on or
in the vicinity of the premises,

e) In case of anything found in or on any premises which he has power to enter
which appears to him to be or to contain or to have contained LMOs, to
cause it to be subjected to any process or test;

fl In case of anything mentioned in subparagraph (e) abave or anything found
on premtses which he has power to enter which appears to be LMO or to
consist of or include LMOs, to take possession of it and detain it for so long
as is necessary for all cr any of the following purposes:

1) To examine it and to do anything which he has power to do under
that subparagraph;

2) To ensure that it is not tampered wiih before his examination of it is
completed; and

3) To ensure that it is available for use as evidence in any proceedings
for an offense under this ordinance or any existing iaws or
regulations.

g) To require the production of, or where the information is recorded in
computerized form, the furnishing of extracts from any records which are
necessary for him to see for the purpose of any test or inspection and tc
inspect, take copies of any entry in the records;

h) To require any person to afford him such facilities and assistance with
respect to any matters or things within that person's control or in relation to
which that person has responsibilities as are nece$sary to enable the
inspector to exercise any of the porver* conferred on him by this Ordinance;
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ln case where goods are seized by an inspector without reasonable cause, the

aggrieved per$on may nring an action in competent court for appropriate relief,

including the return of the goods seized'

Article vl. capabitity-Building and Accreditation of Laboratories far Enfsreement
purposes. 'tne 

dity, tnrough the ccA and ocrl. shall establish a capactty-building

program for the conceined imflementers of this orclinance as well as other stakeholders

which shall include information ancl education campaign of the affected sectors of the

general Public.

The City shall liker,vise undertake the ereation and/or strengthening of linkages with and

establishment of accredited laboratories, whether public or private, for purposes of

regular anclior random testing of plants and animals brought into the territorial

jurisdiction of the CitY.

Article vll. creation of Multi€takeholder LMO Oversight Gommittee and

Responsibilities. A Multi-stakeholder LMO Oversight committee is hereby created

which is tasked and empowered to monitor the implernentation of this ordinance The

Committee shall lil<ewise recommend such policies, regulations and measures towards

better compliance and enforcement of the ordinance, as may be necessary and

appropriate.

Section 1. Composition. The Committee shall be composed of the foilowing:

Non-Government OrganizationlPeople's

a non-government organization duly

in organic farming or its duly authorized

a non-government organization duly

in environment conservation or its duly

authorized rePresentative;
c. FresidentiChairman/Director of a people's organization duly accredited by

the city, involved In organlc farming or its duly authorized representative;

and
d. PresidentlchairnranlDirector of a people's organization duly accredited by

the city, involved in environment conservation or its duly authorized

representative.

Two (2) Members from the Academic sector of the city, namely;

a. Dean/Department Head of a College/Departnnent of Biology, Biotechnology,

Genetic or Environmerrtal Hngineering ar related fields or his duly authorized

representative,
b. Dean/Department Head of a ca{lege/Department of chemistry or related

fields or his duly authorized represeniaitve'

Two (2) fulembers from the Business $ector nf the city, namely'

a. piesident/ChairmaniDirector of a business organization/federationlchamber

involved in organic manr.ifacturing/trade or his duly authorized

Four (4) Members from the
Organization of the CitY, namelY:

a. PresidentlChairman/Director of

accredtted bY the CrtY, involved
representative,

b^ President/Chairman/Director oI

accredited bY the CitY, involved
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Three (3) representatives from the City, namely:
a. The City Mayor or his duly authorized representative;
b. The Chairperson of the SF Commitiee an Agriculture and Fisheries or his

duly authorized representative;
c. The city Agriculturist or his iduly authorized representative.

Three {3) representatives from the National Government Agencies, namely:
a. City Director of the DENR or his duly authorized representative;
b. City Director of the Department of Agriculture or his duly auihorized

representative;
c. City Director of the Department of Health or his duly authorized

representative.

Section 2. Appointment of Representatives from the Private Sector. The
mennbers from the non-government organizationlpeople's organization, academic and
business sectors shall be herein appointed by the Mayor through an executive order,
from among those, who shall apply in writing to the Office o] tne Mayor for such
membership within thirty (30) days from the effectrvity of this ordinance. ln case where
such membership is not filled up by any interestecl and qualified applicant, the other
mernbers of the Committee shall recommend to the Mavor nominees to the committee
membership.

Section 3. Authorization. All authorizations for the representatives of the
member, if any, shall be made in writing and signed by the member himself or herself.

$ection 4' Ghairmanship. The Mayor shall serve as the Chairman of the
Committee. In case of his absence, the Vice-Mayor shall serve as Chairman of the
Commltiee but the Mayor may designate anyone of the Committee members to preside
over its meetings. In case of deliberatrons and decision-making, the Chairman shall
have no voting rights, except to break the tie.

Section 5. Organization. The Chairman shall convene and organize the
committee within sixty (60) days from the effectivity of this ordinance.

Section 6' Meetings. The Committee shall hold meetings at lease once in
every quarter of the calendar year. The Committee may likewise hold special meetrngs,
provided that, notlce is properfy given to atl members at ieast twentv-four hours before
the scheduled meeting.

Article Vlll' Expansion of coverage. After a period of one {1) year from the
passage of this Ordinance the ban shall extend in scope from LMO's to GMOs. The
City shall hereby uncjertake all measures to include the banning of all genetically-
modified organlsms, living or non-living and GM products, rn whatever form, through
the passage of an additional implementing rules anci regulations pursuant to this
Ordinance, to fully realize its goal of attaining the status as an organic food city,
premised on sustalnable resource management and agricultural rural development
centered upon diversifled organic produce.

Article lX. Full Cooperation and Coordination with the Province and ether Line
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Article X. Funding Requirement. An initial amount of Two Hundred Thousand pesos
(P200,000.00) is hereby allotted for the implementation of ihis ordinance, subject to an
annual allocation of such amount as may be deemed necessary and requisite, which
shall in no case be less than Two Hundred rhousand pesos (p200,000,00)

Article Xl. Penalties. Any person who commits any of the following prohibited acts:

a) Misrepresentatian or any false statement in the cleclaration or disclosure; cr
b) Entry or introduction of LMOs within the territorialjurisdiction of the City; or
c) Transport of LtulOs witlrin the territorial jurisdiction of the City; or
d) Laboratory or field testing of LMOs within the territorialjurisdiction of the City;

or
e) Planting and grr:wing of LMOs within the territorial jurisdiction of the City, or
D Selling and trading of LMOs within the territorialjurisdiction of the City;
g) Or any other act or omission prohibitecl in this ordinance.

Shall be meted with penalty of confiscation of the LMO or item subject of this Ordinance
or with a fine of not more than Five thousand Pesos {P5,000.00) or both at the
discretion of ihe court for each and every defined violation herein. In case where the
violator is a corporation or organization, the head of the corporation/organrzation and
the persons directly liable for the violation shall be held liable.

Any LMO subject of such violation shall be seized and destroyed at the expense of the
violator.

Article Xll. Restoration. In addition ta the penalties imposed in the immediately
preceding section, the violator shall be ordered to restore the status quo anie, including
but not lirnited to the payment of costs of such scientific studies to evaluate the aoverse
effects of his acts andior omrssions subject of his violation.

Article Xlll. Mandatory Publication and Informatlon Dissernination. This
ordinance shall be published for three (3) consecutive weeks in three local newspapers
which have been in general ctrculation in the cfty for at least one year chosen by a raffle
and copies of whii:h shall also be furnished to all punong barangays who shall in turn
dissetrinate the infor*retion durir--g their assemblies. All sectors ire enioined to help in
dissemirrating informatton aborit thrs ordrnance

Article XlV. Separability Whenever any part of this ordinance shall be dectared
unconstiiutional by cornpelent cout1, the remaining parts unaffected therebv shall
continue to remain valid and rn effect.

Article XV. Effectivity. Thts nrclinance shall rmmediately take effect on the last
day af its publicafion.

CARRIED BY THE
AlTirmative.

Councilors

VOTE OF

{"ireg G. Gasataya, Humer Q. Bais, 'Jocelle Batapa-Sigue.
l/Vilsr-.n C Ganrlu.a, Jr., Al Vjctcr A. Espirro, Napoleon A.
Cordcva, tlatalirrci T. Alisba, Raberto M. Rojas, Alex A.
Faglumotan, Revnold I liedan, Diosdado A. Valenzuela.
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Councilor Dindo C. Ramos
Councilor Celia Matea R. Flor
Councilor Kevin Daniel L. Ramos

Councilor Jocelle Batapa-Sigue
Councilor Alex A paglumotan

March 10, 2009 (BBth Regular Session)
Passed.

Main Authors

Passed
Comments

ATTESTED:

_r"", UeCfelary IO

APPROVED: March , 2009_

1* D&YO TAPSED

NTA/CLC/rgl Zr
*'3 OF -O-zJ- D 2a't)l p-

SAYSON

EVELIO R. LEONARDIA
City Mayor

T

'r''{

Secretary to the Sanggunian
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CgRTIFICATION

This is to +eriify that City Srdinance No. 48S, Series of 2009, passed by
the $angguniang Panlungsod cn March 10,2009, entitled:

.,AN SRBINANCE BANNII{G AND FROHIBITING
ThIE EIUTRY OF GENET'ICALLY frSSBIFIFN
GRGAFII$MS {GMO} lru THE CITY OF BACOLOD AIUD
FOR SUCH OTHER PURPOSES""

rvas published in ihe April 2'!, 2009 isslre of the hiegros Daily Bultetin; May S,

2009 issue of Sun-Star Sacplsd ane! May 12, ?G0$ lesue of the Visayan Daily
Star respectively, ancl was likewise posted in the bulletin board of the
$angguniang Faniungsod as required under the above mentioned Cify*

Ordinance and is nsw therefare in effect.

Ba*slod City, Philippines, May 12, ?009.

REF&JBtIKA T'I& PIII P$ru4$
TANGGAPAH N6 SANG&UF{IAf{G PAHLUNGSOD

LUf"rG-$0D lql& EI&mOLCln

:oo0Ootr

{

The Honorable City Mayor
Bacolod Crty

Dear Sir:

- *-[trtneh--&1, r "OnfjDate

We have the honor to submitlfurnish herewith r;i:py{ies) of 0l 'r\' 0 I?11 & ,'rs i I No,(s)

--* 
'1F,5 - | f or .r}urs.v*l-1.* +.--

Series of 2001$ pdJsed by- ihe 
-.$iii{g,lpriang ;antr:ngsod of Bacolod which is/are self-t'

exBlanatory

Please acl<nowledge receipt hereof

Received copy(ies) this " . day
VenT truiy VOUrs,

ATTY. NILO T. ALEJANDRIHO
$ecretary tc the $anggunian

of - -- _. ' -; 2ooff'rrme
By:

$eryetary to the $anEgunian

#\T?f"E

Iiisffi

($ignature) la DrxY$ LAFSED


