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Republika ng Pilipinas
JTANGGAPAN NG SANGGUNIANG PANLUNGSOD
Lungsod Ng Bakolod
-00o-

CITY ORDINANCE NO. 537
May 11, 2011

AN ORDINANCE .ESTABLISHING THE BACOLOD CITY SPECIAL CHILDREN'S
BOARD, DEFINING ITS POWERS AND FUNCTIONS AND APPROPRIATING THE
NECESSARY FUNDS THEREFOR.

WHEREAS, the Constitution provides that the Sate shall protect and promote the rights of all
citizens to quality education at all levels and shall take appropriate steps to  make such education

. accessible to all;

WHEREAS, Section 24(2) of Batas Pambansa Bilang 232 or the “Education Act of 19327,
recognizes the State’s responsibility to provide a Specialized Educational Service to persons who are
physically, mentally, emotionally, socially, or culturally different from the so-called “normal”
mdividuals that they require modification of school practices/services to develop them fto their
maximum capacity;

WHEREAS, Section 458 (5} (xiv) of the Local Government Code of 1991 provided that the
City Council is empowered to approve ordinances wiich shall ensure the efficient and effective
delivery of basic services and facilities, that will provide for the care of disabled, needy and
disadvantaged persons, particularly children below eighteen (18) years of age;

WHEREAS, providing access to quality education for children with special educational needs

- has been a cause for concem of every local government unit;

WHEREAS, children with special needs, particularly those who were bom to families of
meager income, is a sector of society which does not receive the kind of educational attention they

-deserve due to financial constraints;

WHEREAS, it is undeniable, that the City Government has a limited program for children
with disabilities;
: WHEREAS, there has been a call for the Bacolod City Council to enact a measure that would
answer the needs of special children living in the city;

WHEREAS, the city needs to provide necessary facilities such as Day Care Centers for the
special children, and techmically skilled teachers who can comprehensively effectuate the subject of this
MCASUNe,

WHEREAS, the lack of proper attention and supervision from the city government would
leave children with special needs without any hope for a better life;
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WHEREAS, the World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that 98% of children with
disabilitics in developing countries do not attend schiool;

WHEREAS, based on the report of the division of city schools SPED section, there are only
two {2) SPED teachers cuuployed by te City Govenunent of Bacolod: :

WHEREAS, the hiring‘; of-additional SPED teachers and/or trained workers would enhance the
capabilitics of te city in providing the needed services;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I'T ORDAINED, by the Sangguniang Panlungsod of Bacolod that:

SECTION 1. Title. — This Ordinance shall be known as “SPECIAL CHILDREN'S
ORDINANCE OF BACOLOD CITY.”

SECTION2. Definition of Policy and Objective. - It is the policy of the Bacolod City
Govenmnait 0 prokect the physical, moral and social well-being of the residents of the City.
Furllermore, it has always been the concern of every local government unit to give emphasis on the
ticeds of their underprivileged coustituents and see to it that tie services they deserve are delivered
prompily and adequately, especially for persons with mental, physical disabilities and/or development
disorder. Taking care of them by rendening free educational intervention coupled with a program that
offiers services like rehabilitation and counseling, would exert effort to provide adequate assistance to
thicse special individuals, thmough the creation of a Special Children’s Board, wiich would overses the
proper implementation of the provisions of this Ordinance.

SECTION3. Quiding Principles. - In accordance with the above-mentioned policy of
the city, this ordinance secks to:

1. Adopt measures whereby all special children of the city shall be accounted for, primarily those
whio refuse to be known for fear of being rejected. They shall be assisted and appreciated by the
government and the cotmunity as a whole;

2. Creale an independent Special Children’s Board with powers and responsibilities to formulate
lifelong policies conformably with the purposes of this Ordinance. It shall serve as a
supervising agency to overses the entire operation of the program and thereby maintain an
evolving mechanism for the purpose;

- Establish a Special Day Care Center for all special children in at least three (3) areas in the city; |

. Establish and maintain funds exclusively for the operation of the Ordinance. The funds shall be

used in the creation of Special Day Care Center, installation of needed facilities therein and

other needs of special children;

Hire and eniploy adequate number of SPED teachers o be stationed in certain arcas assigned

by the Board;

6. Mainstream pre-school children with disabilitics for integration into regular classes;

7. Motivate the family members to actively participate in the rehabilitation activities of their
clildren or siblings by providing them with opportunities to enhance their knowledge and
skills in assisting persous with disabilities;
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8. Devclop the capabilities of family members to work closely and collaboratively with special
education Workers, parents and caregivers in the management of children with disabilitics; and

9. Generate public awareness and support in mainstreaming children with disabilities into the
commumity life through various advocacy and networking activitics.

SECTION 4. Mm =~ for the purpose of this ordinance, the following shall mean:

8. “Special Children” refers to children with disabilitics that require specially designed
instruction in order to make effective progress and/or need related services in order to
acoess the peneral school curriculum. The term also refers to children with disabilities,
such as autism, ADHD, who have no access and/or has limited access to education,

b, “Autism” means a psycliatric disorder of childhood characterized by marked deficits in
commumication and  social inferaction, preoccupation with the fantasy, langunge
impairment, and abnormal behavior, such as repetitive acts and excessive attachment to
certain objects. It is usually associated with intellectual impaitmen

. "ADHD™ means Attention Deficiency Hyperactivity Disorder.

“SPED Teachers™ refers to those who are graduates of Bachelor’s Degree and/or trrined in

giving education to children with special needs.

€. “Teacher Volunteers™ refers to those who completed the required seminars for special
education and duly certified by the children’s Board.

“DSSD” shall refer to Department of Social Services and Development,

“PIO™ means Public Information Office. : :
“Special Education” means the education of persons who are physically, mentaily,
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__ SECTIONS. Coverage — This Ordinance shall apply to all special children in Bacolod
City falling within the definition of the term referred to herein, concemed Departments of the City
Government and all public and private Juridical persons in the City,

SECTIONS, i y Powers and R bilities, -~ The City
Goverimient, through the concerned agencics shall establish a Special Children’s Board to be headed by

The Board shall be principally responsible for the following functions:
L. Formulation of Implementing Rules and Regulations of this Ordinance:;
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Over-all accounting of all special children in Bacolod City, enrollees and nor-enrollees;
Coordinate with tix Division of City Schools, SPED Section and act on such suitable
programs for the benefit of special children including the hiring of SPED teachers and/or
other  trained personnel that would proportionately fit the total number of special
children accounted by the City,
6. Upon appropriate study, provide for the standard age bracket of special children who
: will be covered by the Ordinance and its Implementing Rules and Regulations; -
7 Establishment of mechanism that would encourage children with disabilitics to be
- acknowledged and be accounted for,
8 Provide easy access to cducational and relabilitation scrvices to special children and
their families; :
9 Conduct scmiinars and training on t proper management and cducation of special
children and their parents; and '
10. Provide & mechanism that will mandate all sectors concenied to abide by the rules and
regulations which the Board will thereafier devise pursuant to the rationale of this
ordinancs .
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The Board is hereby mandated to submit an annual report of its accomplishment and other
periinent docuincnis as may be provided for by the Implementing Rules and Regulations.

SECTION 7. Suppert Services, Implementation. — The Department of Social Services and
Developient, in cooperation and coordination with non-govermmental and other pareit’s organization,
shall take charge in recommending projects, seminars and other important courses including proper
cousultation and counscling activities. The Board shall act on the reconnendation made by the DSSD
within fificen (15) days from the time such recommendation is made known to the Board.

Concerned agencies shall coordinate activities conceming intervention and rendition of suitable
cducational services to special children.

All persons, uatural and juridical, are hereby mandated to observe the provisions of this
Crdinance and its Implementing Rules and Regulations.

The welfarc of special children shall be the primary concern and consideration in the
implenicntation of this measurs. o

SECTION 8. — Information, Education and Communicatioy
Govermment, through the concemed ageucics, shall undertake a comprehensive city-wide media
campaign to raise public awareness as to the purpose and objectives of this Ordinance. It shall conduct
pecessary infonnation campaign through broadcast anmouncement, advertiscments, inlermet, posters,
brochures and other materials.
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SECTION 10, - Funding, — The appropriate amount, as determined by the Special
Children’s Board, shall be included in the Amual Budget of the Department of Social Services and
Development. Upon approval thereof, the city shall allocate the amount of Three Himdred Thousand
Pesos (P300,000.00) to be utilized in the implementation of this Ordinance until the anmual budget has
been determined by the Board. The establishment of the Special Children’s Day Care Centers shall be

- — Separahili atige. -- If, for any reason or reasons, any part or provision
hercof shall be held fo be unconstitutional or invalid, other parts or provisions hercof which are not
aflected hereby shall contime 1o be in full force and ef¥ect,

' SECTION 13. - === On matters not provided in this ordinance, any
cxisting applicable laws and their comesponding Implementing Rules and Regulations, Exccutive
Orders and relevant issuances issued therefore shall be applied in as supplemental manner.

SECTION 14, Effectivity, — This Ordinance shall take effect fifieen (15) days after its
publication in at least two (2 Ioca_l newspapers of general circulation in Bacolod City. '

CARRIED BY THE VOTE OF:
Affirmative;
Councilors:  Homer Q. Bais, Archie §. Baribar, Catalino T. Alisho, Em L. Ang,
Dindo C. Ramos, Elmer T. Sy, Sonya M. Verdeflor, Al Victor A,
Espino, Caesar Z. Distrito, Carlos Jose V. Lopez, Mona Dia G. Jardin,
Keith Emmanuel L. Ramos,
MNegative: None.
Absentt None.
Official Leave:  Councilor Roberto M. Rojas,

Author:  CowncilorEm L, Ang,
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Republika ng Pilipinas
Tanggapan ng Sangguniang Panlungsod
Lungsed ng Bacolod

CERTIFICATION

- This is to certify that City Ordinance No. 537, Series of 2011, passed by
- the Sangguniang Panlungsod on May 11, 2011, entitled:

“AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE BACOLOD CITY
SPECIAL CHILDREN’S BOARD, DEFINING ITS POWERS
AND FUNCTIONS AND APPROPRIATING THE NECESSARY
FUNDS THEREFOR?”, : :

was published in the June 1, 2011 issues of the Sun Star Bacolod and the
Visayan Daily Star and was likewise posted in the bulletin board of the
Sangguniang Panlungsod at the New Government Center as required in the said
City Ordinance and is now therefore legally in effect. :

Bacolod City, Philippines, June 16, 2011.

M

Secretary to the Sanggunian
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"ROTOSTAT COPY OF THE CRIGIuA:
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