
REPUBLIKA NG PiLfPiNAS 
TANGGAPAN NG S A NGGl INI A NG PANS UNGSCW 

LUNGSQD NG BAKOLOD 
-0O0-

CITY ORDINANCE NO. 533 
Ann! 13, 2011 

AN ORDINANCF INSTITUTION A! I7ING ARBOR HAY IN' THF CITY OF 
RACOLQD, ENJOINING PARTICIPATION OF EVERYBODY THEREOF, AND 
REQUIRING CITY SCHOLARS/SUMMER JOBBER STUDENTS AND STUDENTS OF 
THF BACOI.OD CITY COI I.EGF TOP! ANT AT I EAST TEN (10) SEFDI INGS EVERY 
YEAR, 

WHFRFAS Section 8of Article 4 of City Ordinance No 313, otherwise known as 
the Environment Code of Bacofod City, states thai, 'the City of Bacofod shafi conceive and 
implement a clean and green program xxx." And, as such, ail barangays shall conduct 
beauiifrcation drive in their respective jurisdiction, including the greening of street 
shoulders, planting trees and ornamental or herbal plants along the highways and placing 
flowers in front of residential and commercial houses, subject to existing rules & 
regulations"; 

WHFRFAS, the Local Government Code of 1991 mandates I oca! Government 
Units (LGUs) on the primary of conservation, development protection & preservation of 
the natural resources falling within their jurisdiction; 

WHEREAS, Section 16 of Article II of the 1987 Philippine Constitution states that, 
ihe State shall protect and advance the rights of every peopie to a balanced and healthful 
ecology in accord with the rhythm & harmony of nature"; 

WHEREAS, also, Section 13 of Article II of the Philippine Constitution states that, 
ihe State recognises the vital rofe of the youth in nation building xxx. ft shall inculcate in 
ihe youth patriotism and nationalism, and encourage their involvement in public and civic 
affairs"; 

WHFRFAS furthermore, Executive Order No 26 series of 2011 of President 
Benigno Aquino ill mandates for National Greening Program (NGP) that will spearhead to 
plant 1.5 billion new trees to a 1.5 million hectares of land Identified thru the convergent 
offices of the Department of Agriculture, Department of Agrarian Reform and the 
Department' of Environment & Natural Resources by the end of 2016. And, to ensure the 
success of free planting under (his E. O 26, the NGP will require ail students and 
government employees to individually plant a minimum often (10) seedlings every year; 
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WHEREAS, likewise, following the universal urgent response to environmental 
challenge, previous Presidential Proclamation No. 643 amended Proclamation 396 that 
declared June 25 as an Arbor Day which mandates to observe throughout the nation by 
planting trees & ornamental plants, and other forms of relevant activities, and likewise 
enjoined active participation of all government agencies, including government-owned or 
controlled corporations, schools, private sectors/non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs)/civi! society groups and the citizenry in tree planting activities; 

WHEREAS, along those lines, it is incumbent upon the Songguniang Paniungsod 
of the Ciiy of Bacolod to enact an ordinance that will institutionalize Arbor Day, & 
celebration thereof, and also, establishing a continuous tree planting activities, especially 
among our young people and/or students, most particularly among City scholars/summer-
jobber students & students of the Bacolod City College (BCC) who were paid/supported by 
the City thru scholarship/grants thru colleges, universities or technical schools 
administered thru City's budget, thereby sustaining City's greening program in 
consonance with national environmental agenda, thereby sharing to safeguard future 
generations; 

THEREFORE. BE IT ORDAINFD by the Sangguniang Paniungsod of the City of 
Bacolod in Session, that: 

Section 1 . Title - The title of this ordinance shall be, "An ordinance 
institutionalizing Arbor Day in the City of Bacolod, enjoining participation of everybody 
thereof, and requiring city scholars/summer jobber students and students of the Bacolod 
City College to plant at least ten (10) seedlings every year:' 

a. Arbor Day - refers to an official holiday devoted for tree planting observed in 
all 50 States of the United States, usually in spring (WIKIPEDIA) 

b. Executive Order, series of 2011 - refers Jo the Executive Order of His 
Excellency, President Benigno Aquino HI the implementing of the National Greening 
Program as government priority. 

a. The City abides to the global calls to actively campaign or advocate, continue 
to initiate, realize and implement tree planting activities. Relative thereto, the 
City shall observe all international environmental laws and/or treaties signed hy 
the Philippine Government. 

Section?. Definition of Terms 

Section 3. I oral Pol icy -
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b. Enforce environment laws, ord inances, policies and rules & regulat ions which 
protect, preserve & sustain the environment. 

o. The City shall implement the clean & green program. A long this policy, a!! 
barangays are mandated to do their own tree planting activities by beauti fying 
their own jur isdict ion thru greening street shoulders of t rees, f lowers or herbs. 

d. Vacant lots are hereby designated also as areas for the plant ing of t rees, 
f lowers or herbs. 

e To preserve & maintain the hygienic and sanitary condit ion of C i t y s human 
settlement or relocation areas, its roads/street shoulders, including open 
spaces shall be considered for the greening of t rees, fruit t rees, f lowers or 
herbs under this Ord inance, 

f The City may also enter into an agreement or MOA and/or usufruct wi th any 
private or jur idical person for the tree planting program/project, especial ly for 
the creation or establ ishment of an urban forest where seedl ings acquired thru 
this ordinance shall be p lanted, 

g. The City recognizes the role of the youth and students in their civic and 
envi ronmental part icipat ion, especial ly for cont inuing greening of City 
streets/roads shoulders, including open spaces & for the establ ishment of a 
green-belt areas along universit ies and col leges. 

h. The City shall harness City scholars/summer- jobber students and City 
schoo ls 'BCC students for sustainable tree plant ing programs and/or projects. 

S e c t i o n 4. Dec la ra t i on o f C i t y ' s A r b o r D a y - Thru this ordinance, the City 
declares on the last Saturday of June and every year thereafter as the City's Arbor Day. 
fo l lowing the Country 's and international annua! observance on tree planting 

; .$ert f ion.-5. -Tree P l a n t i n g M o n t h s , r-'fov effective .tree plant ing a c t i v - d r y 
hereby declares months of June, July, August & September as the tree planting months of 
every year, wh ich shall kick-off from the last Saturday of June coincided with the Country's 
& International annual observance. 
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Towards such declaration, every and alj the people of Bacolod. local government 
agencies, batangays, private sectors & civil society groups and school, be it public or 
private, including government-owned or controlled corporations based in the City are 
hereby enjoined for their observance & active participation. And, thereof, may display 
streamers, placards, or any printed materials to give significance for this universal 
observance^ 

Section 6. Mechanics for Implementation of Tree Planting - City 
schoiars/summer-jobber students and BCC students shall, upon the supervision of the 
PESO Head or the Bacolod City College Administrator, as the case may be, shall plant at 
least ten (10) seedlings during the stated tree planting months. 

However, in the case of the summer-jobber students, upon the supervision of the 
PESO Head, they shaff conduct tree planting activities during months of April & May, 
following their summer-job schedule. 

Section 1. Supply of seedlings and determination of species & site for tree 
planting - For tree planting purposes, City schoiars/summer-jobber students and BCC 
students shall provide seedlings under this ordinance 

However, to ensure the supply of seedlings & other needs of the City, the ENRO Is 
hereby mandated to create and establish a Seedling Nursery, and thereof, assign & detail 
a City-paid worker/s or iaborer/s for maintenance. 

For such state purpose, the ENRO, with the City Agriculture Office shall determine 
the species of iree/seedfings heeded for tree planting and scout, locate and which and 
what land/lot/place is suited for tree planting: 

Section 8, Checking, Verifying & Issuance of Certif ication. - Recognizing the 
nature & status of the PESO Head and the BCC Administrator of their positive influence 
over the City Scholars/summer-lobber students and BCC Students, and, for the success of 
this Ordinance, it is therefore appropriate for them to check or cause to check and verify 
seedlings of each city scholar/sum mer-jobber student and BCC student planted. And, 
upon checked and verified, shall issue pertinent Certification to the scholar's/summer-
iobber student's or BCC student's concerned: 

Section 9. Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) - A committee under 
this ordinance shaff be created to draft and come up with the Implementing Rules & 
Regulations Sixty (60) days upon the passage of this ordinance. The Committee shall 
compose the following: A 
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1. ENRO Officer 
2. City Agriculture Officer 
3. PESO Head 
4. BCC School Administrator, and 
5. Chairperson, Sangguniang Paniungsod Committee on Environment 

and Ecology 

Such drafted IRR shall be submitted to the Sangguniang Paniungsod for 
ratification and/or appropriate action. 

Section 10. Sources of Fund 

a. A budget item for "Maintenance of City Tree Park" under ENRO's budget 
allocation shall be tapped and maximized for the intent and purposes of this 
Ordinance, and 

b. To ensure the implementation of this ordinance, and for sustainable tree 
planting activities, a budget allocated for City Ordinance No. 346, series of 
2003 <An ordinance establishing the Bacolod City Nature's Park in Barangay 
Alangilan) shall also be used for tree planting, especially for the Natures Park. 

Section 1 1 . Separability Clause - If any section or provision of this ordinance is 
declared invalid by competent Court, other sections or provisions, hereof, which are not 
affected shall remain valid, which has the force and effect. 

Section 12, Effectivity Clause - This ordinance shall take effect immediately 
upon its approval. 

CARRIED BY THE VOTE OF: 
Affirmative-

Councilors E! Cid M Familiaran, Homer Q. Bais, Archie S Baribar, 
Roberto iVI. Rojas, Cataiino T Aiisbo, Em L. Ang, Oindo C. 
Ramos, Elmer T Sy, Sonya M. Verdeflor, Al Victor A. 
Espino, Caesar Z. Distriio, Mona Dia G. Jardin, Keith 
Emmanuel L. Ramos. 

Negative N o n e . 

Absent N o h e . 

Author Councilor E! Cid M. Familiaran. 

/ 
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Passed April 13, 2011 (41 5 t Regular Session). 

Comments: P a s s e d 
Councilor Carlos Jose V Lopes was not yet around when 
this ordinance was passed. 

ATTESTED: 

firmG. I.OGfttJMO 
fary to the Sanqgunian 

APPROVED: April 2e> . 201.1. 

RGL CLC/jbz 

QtpLtoJsnt*.. 

JUDE T H A p D f U 5 A. SAYSON 
Mayor 

(ing Officer 

EVELJO R. LEONARD!A 
City Mayor & 

I 
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