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LUNGSOD NG BAKOLOD
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CITY ORDINANCE NO. 826
October 11, 2017

AN ORDINANCE REQUIRING ALL TOURISM ACCOMMODATION
ESTABLISHMENTS, TRAVEL AGENCIES, RESORTS, MUSEUM, GALLERIES AND ALL
IDENTIFIED TOURISM SITES TO SUBMIT REGULAR MONTHLY REPORT ON TOURIST
STATISTICS DATA TO THE BACOLOD CITY TOURISM OFFICE IN ACCORDANCE WITH
REPUBLIC ACT 9593 OTHERWISE KNOWN AS “THE TOURISM ACT OF 2009” AND
SECURE CLEARANCE PRIOR TO APPLICATION FOR ANNUAL RENEWAL OF BUSINESS

PERMITS AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION
THEREOF.

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 7160, otherwise known as the Local Government Code of
1991 grants the local government units the power to deliver and/or regulate basic services and
facilities including primary and secondary tourism enterprises;

WHEREAS, Republic Act 9593 section 38, states that “In order to monitor the resources
of the Department and to ascertain the economic and social impact of tourism, all LGUs shall
provide an inventory of all the resources available to the Department for use in the
implementation of this Act. They shall likewise periodically report to the Department on the

status of tourism plans and programs, tourist arrivals and tourism enterprises, among others,
within their jurisdictions;

WHEREAS, the local government units, the private sector industries and other tourism
stakeholders will be consulted by the Department of Tourism in the formulation and
promulgation of the new rules and regulations governing the operation and activities of all
tourism enterprises, including but not limited to a national standard for licensing, accreditation
and classification of tourism enterprises, prescribing therein minimum levels of operating quality
and efficiency for their operation in accordance with recognized international standards, impose
reasonable penalties for violation of accreditation policies;

WHEREAS, the Department of Tourism is requesting the local government units to
require all establishments that may be classified as primary tourism enterprises, the

presentation of its clearance upon submission of its application for renewal of its license/permit
to operate;

WHEREAS, the tourist arrival statistics data showcases the real tourism situation of the
city to gauge economic impact and viability in evaluation tourism events, celebrations or
activities and is considered as a basic requirement to support proposals for tourism
development projects particularly in accessing possible financial resources;

WHEREAS, to further enhance the tourism industry, it is important to monitor the tourist

arrivals on all our accommodation establishments, travel agencies, resorts, museums, galleries
and all identified tourism sites. Ay‘
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NOW THEREFORE, be it enacted by the Sangguniang Panlungsod in session
assembled, that:

Section 1. DECLARATION OF POLICY. — It is declared policy of the Bacolod City
Government to develop Bacolod City as a primary tourist attraction area and destination with
the goal of promoting investments for the city.

Section 2. DEFINITION OF TERMS. The following terms as use in these Ordinance,
are defined as follows:

a. TOURISM ACCOMMODATION ESTABLISHMENTS — any establishment in which at

least 1 accommodation unit is offered for rent to tourists, in return for payment, for a
period not exceeding 31 days, on a regular basis in the same calendar year and the
availability of which is made public.

TRAVEL AGENCIES - an entity which may either be a single proprietorship,
partnership or corporation regularly engaged in the business of extending to
individuals or group, such services pertaining to documentation of travel papers,
ticketing sales and/or accommodation, handling and/or conduct of torus within or

outside the Philippines whether or not for a fee, commission or any form of
compensation.

RESORTS - any place or places with pleasant environment and atmosphere
conducive to comfort, healthful relaxation and rest, offering food, sleeping
accommodations and recreational facilities to the public for a fee or remuneration.

MUSEUMS - an institutional establishment where a collection of valuable objects
and artifacts on history, culture, arts and sciences are put on exhibition for the
general public.

TOURIST STATISTICS DATA - is the number of tourist arrivals in accommodation
establishments, travel agencies, resorts, museums, galleries and all identified
tourism sites whether domestic or international.

TOURISM CLEARANCE - is a document from the tourism office which the tourism
accommodation establishments, travel agencies, resorts and museums should
acquire in order to secure a business permit.

Section 3. GENERAL PROVISIONS.

a. All tourism accommodation establishments, travel agencies, resorts, museums,

galleries and all identified tourism sites in Bacolod City are hereby required to submit
regular monthly report on tourist statistics data to the Bacolod City Tourism Office,
prior to the issuance of tourism clearance.

b. The said report shall be submitted not later than the 5" day of the following month.
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c. All tourism accommodation establishments, travel agencies, resorts, museums,
galleries and all identified tourism sites in Bacolod City shall be provided with a
standard tourist statistics data format from the Bacolod City Tourism Office to
ensure concise and comprehensible report.

d. Upon receipt of the regular monthly report on tourist statistics data, the Bacolod City
Tourism Office shall issue a tourism clearance to the applicant establishment, in
compliance of the requirements for the annual renewal of business permit.

Section 4. OBJECTIVES. — The generated tourist statistics data is established to:

1. Provide the Bacolod City Tourism Office tourist arrival statistics data showcasing
actual tourism'situation of the city, a useful basis for economic impact and viability in
evaluating tourism events, celebrations and activities to support economic
development program of the city;

2. Contribute in the collection of database for basic requirements to support research
and proposals for tourism development projects and special studies and to access
possible fund source for such study;

3. Make available the tourism arrival statistics data for continuous conduct of tourism
education and seminars to front desk officers and staff of all various hotels, pension
and lodging houses in the city;

Section 5. ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES. — In violation of this ordinance the violator
shall be sanctioned by the following penalties:

a. FIRST OFFENSE - a fine of Five Hundred Pesos (P500.00);

b. SECOND OFFENSE - a fine of Two Thousand Pesos (P2,000.00)

c. THIRD OFFENSE - a fine of Five Thousand Pesos (P5,000.00) and suspenéion of
business permit to operate for three (3) months.

The amount of fines which is payable in favor of the City government of Bacolod will be
utilized for the tourism development programs of the city.

Section 6. THE BACOLOD CITY TOURISM OFFICE AS CHIEF ENFORCER OF THIS
ORDINANCE. - The Bacolod City Tourism Office is hereby authorized to issue citation tickets

and enforce such corresponding penalties against any offender caught in violation of this
Ordinance.

Section 7. SEPARABILITY CLAUSE. If any provisions of this Ordinance or any part
thereof be declared invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining provisions not affected shall

continue in full force and effect. U/ %
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Section 8. REPEALING CLAUSE. All ordinances, resolutions, executive orders, or
regulations and other issuances inconsistent with the provisions and/or purposes of this
Ordinance are hereby repealed, amended or modified accordingly.

Section 9. EFFECTIVITY CLAUSE. This Ordinance shall take effect within fifteen (15)
days following its publication in any newspaper of general circulation.

CARRIED BY THE VOTE OF:

Affirmative:
Councilors : Ricardo L. Tan, Caesar Z. Distrito, Renecito S. Novero, Em L.
Ang, Elmer T. Sy, Ana Marie V. Palermo, Dindo C. Ramos,
Bartolome N. Orola, Sr., Noli B. Villarosa.
Negative : None.
Official Leave : Councilor Cindy T. Rojas.
Absent None.
Author : Councilor Em L. Ang.
Passed : October 11, 2017 (67" Regular Session of the 9" Council).
Comments : Passed.
Councilors Wilson C. Gamboa, Jr., Claudio Jesus Raymundo A.
Puentevella and Sonya M. Verdeflor were not around when this
ordinance was passed.
EL N
ice Mayor
Presiding Officer
ATTESTED:

ATTY. VICENTE C. PETIERRE III
Secretary to the Sanggunian
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EVELIO R. LEONARDIA
City Mayor




