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CITY ORDINANCE NO. 09-17-818
May 17, 2017

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE TOW-AWAY ZONES IN THE VARIOUS
STREETS OF THE CITY, ALLOWING THE IMPOUNDING OF VEHICLES THROUGH THE
ISSUANCE OF IMPOUNDING RECEIPTS AND PROVIDING NECESSARY FEES AND
PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS THEREOF.

Be it enacted by the City Council of Bacolod City, by virtue of the powers vested in it by
law, in a session duly assembled, that:

Section 1 — DEFINITION OF TERMS

For purposes of this Ordinance, the following terms are being defined hereunder as
follows, to wit:

1. PARKING - shall mean that a motor vehicle is “parked” or “parking” if it has been
brought to a stop on the shoulder or proper edge of a highway or road, and remains
inactive in that place or close thereto for an appreciable period of time. A motor
vehicle which properly stops merely to discharge a passenger or to take in a waiting
passenger, or to load or unload a small quantity of freight with reasonable dispatch
shall not be considered as “parked”, if the motor vehicle again moves away without
delay.

2. COLORUM - shall mean the operation of an illegal public land transport and
primarily refers to a franchise violation for operating as public utility vehicle without
any franchise issued by authorized government agency or instrumentality.

3. WHEEL-CLAMPING - is the practice of legally immobilizing a motor vehicle for
illegal parking;

4. TOWING - is defined as engaging in the service of pulling, pushing, or hauling along
side or any combination of pulling, pushing, or hauling along side of a vehicle.

Section 2 — DESIGNATED TOW-AWAY ZONES:

The prohibited parking areas, or designated “Tow-Away Zones” in the City of Bacolod
shall be determined and identified by the Bacolod Traffic Authority Office (BTAQO) subject to the
review and approval of the City Council in order to be effectlve provided it must conform with
the following ABSOLUTE TOW-AWAY ZONES, to wit:

1. Loading and Unloading Zones for Public Utility Vehicles;

2. Within six (6) meters or any intersection or curved lane; /%
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3. In front of all authorized public and private Driveways;
4. On Designated Bicycle Lanes;
5. Within four (4) meters of driveways or entrances to any fire station and hospital,
6. Within four (4) meters of fire hydrants;
7. On pedestrian crosswalks;
8. On the sidewalks, paths and alleys not intended for parking;
9. On any bridge and at the foot of any bridge.
The designated tow-away zones, duly reviewed and approved by the City Council shall

ONLY be in full force and effect, ten (10) days after the posting of the same at the Bacolod

Government Center, the Bacolod City Hall, Bacolod Public Plaza, three (3) public markets and
the Bacolod Hall of Justice.

Section 3. —- TOWING AND IMPOUNDING OF VEHICLES
All vehicles which are illegally parked at the designated tow-away zones shall be towed
and impounded through the issuance of Impounding Receipt by the Bacolod Traffic Authority

Office subject to the payment of fines and penalties, towing fees, impounding/storage fees and
the like as provided hereunder.

Section 4. —- OTHER VEHICLES TO BE TOWED AND IMPOUNDED

In addition to the vehicles to be towed as provided in Section 3 hereof, the City shall tow
and impound the following vehicles, if found to be:

1. With No current Vehicle Registration;

2. Vehicles displayed on the road for Sale;

3. Driver is with no current or expired Driver's License. However, a driver is not in
violation of this provision if he/she can show an OR that the license is under process
for renewal at the LTO;

4. Operating a Colorum Public Utility Vehicle and Motorized Tricycle for Hire;

5. Tricycles and Trisikad driving upon a National Highway and within the jurisdiction of
Bacolod City unless allowed by an Ordinance;

6. Disabled vehicles due to accidents, engine malfunction or other major causes that
vehicle is immobile and causing the flow of traffic in a major thoroughfare.
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Section 5. - PROCEDURES FOR TOWING OF VEHICLES

All vehicles that are subject of towing as provided in Section 3 hereof shall first be
immobilized through “Wheel Clamp” if necessary, and shall not be subjected for intercession by
the owner of the vehicle or to be rescued and removed until such time that the BTAO or its
authorized representative shall arrive at the scene for towing services.

Before the actual towing, if the owner is around, the tow truck crew shall issue a
Technical Inspection Report indicating the name of the owner, vehicle's plate number, type and
color, including the accessories thereof, and a description of the vehicle’s condition. In case the
owner/driver is not in the premises of the vehicle, the notice shall be left/entrusted to any traffic
officer on duty at the site, or to any responsible person who can give the notice to the owner.

Should the vehicle owner refuse to accept the notice, then the notice shall be disregarded and

the apprehending officer will place a notation in the notice that the owner refused to accept
before the vehicle is towed.

Section 6. —- CLAMPING, TOWING, AND/OR IMPOUNDING FEES

Any operator of Public Utility Vehicles or owner of Private Motor vehicles, or motorized
tricycles, whether natural or juridical, whose vehicles are stalled, illegally parked along
prohibited areas and in violation of any national or local city ordinances shall be fined

accordingly as provided hereof. In addition, a standard towing fee shall be collected by City
Government at the rates prescribed as follows:

WHEEL CLAMPING RATES
P300.00 Sedan Class Vehicles
P400.00 Medium Size Vehicles
P500.00 Heavy Vehicles
TOWING FEES
LIGHT VEHICLES:

P1,000.00 (First four (4) Kilometers);
*(including 2 or 3 wheeled vehicles)

MEDIUM VEHICLES:
P1,200.00 (First four (4) Kilometers)
HEAVY VEHICLES

P1,400.00 (First four (4) Kilometers) yt
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*an additional P150.00 will be charged for every kilometer travelled on top of the base
free from towing to the impounding yard.

(Point of Reference: From towing area to impounding area)

IMPOUNDING/STORAGE FEES:

a. P150.00/day for the 1*' and 2™ month,

b. P300.00/day for the 3" and 4" month,

c. P450.00/day for the 5™ and 6™ month

Section 7. — PROVISION FOR IMPOUNDING AREA

The Bacolod Traffic Authority Office or its authorized representative shall provide for the

impounding area which shall be safe for the impounded vehicles or motorized tricycles and the
same shall be located within the city.

Section 8. — DESIGNATED TOW-AWAY ZONES SHALL BE APPROPRIATELY
PAINTED TO FOREWARN MOTORISTS

Al designated tow-away zones as provided under Section 2 hereof shall be
appropriately painted in order to forewarn motorists that such areas are strictly prohibited for
parking and are tow-away zones, as follows:

RED PAINT - ABSOLUTE TOW-AWAY ZONE (24 hours, 7 days a week)
YELLOW PAINT - REGULATED TOW-AWAY ZONE (on a designated TIME and
DAY only)

In addition to the aforesaid paintings, visible TOW-AWAY signages shall be installed to
duly inform the public of such prohibition.

Section 9. — VEHICLES UNCLAIMED SHALL BE SUBJECT TO AUCTION

All towed and impounded vehicles which are unclaimed after six (6) months shall be sold
in public auction in accordance with law, and the proceeds thereof shall be applied according to
priority as follows: .

1. Fine;

2. Clamping Fee;

3. Towing Fee;

4. Storage or Impounding Fee; U%
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5. Other administrative expenses incurred by reason or auction sale.
Section 10. - PROCEDURES FOR PUBLIC AUCTION

The public auction involving motor vehicles or motorized tricycles unclaimed after six (6)
months shall conform with the following procedures, to wit:

a. If a motor vehicle or motorized tricycle has not been reclaimed as provided in this
Ordinance, the Bacolod Traffic Authority Office shall have the right to sell such
vehicle at public auction. Thirty (30) days’ notice of the time and place of sale of the
motor vehicle or tricycle shall be posted at the city hall, and a copy thereof sent by
certified mail to the last known address of the owner. If the name of the owner is not
known to the Bacolod Traffic Authority Office, a copy of the notice of the sale shall
be published in the official newspaper published in the city once a week fortwo (2)
consecutive weeks, the date of the first publication to be at least fourteen (14) days
prior to the date of the auction sale;

b. The notice of sale shall describe the motor vehicle, state the same is unredeemed,
state that the same will be sold at public auction, designate the place of sale and the
time and date of sale, which shall not be less than fourteen (14) days from the date
of posting such notice. Thereafter, such property shall be offered for sale by public
auction to the highest bidder;

c. The purchaser of the motor vehicle shall take title to the motor vehicle free and clear
of all liens and claims of ownership, shall receive a sales receipt from the Bacolod
Traffic Authority Office and shall be entitled to register the purchased vehicle and
shall receive a certificate of title, or at the least, informed him of the liens or
encumbrances, if there are any;

d. From the proceeds of the sale of any motor vehicle, the BTAO shall reimburse itself
for the expenses of the auction, the costs of towing, preserving, and storing the
vehicle which resulted from placing the abandoned vehicle in custody, and all notice
and publication costs incurred under this Ordinance and in a manner and priority as
provided in Section 8 hereof;

e. Any remainder from the proceeds of the sale shall be held for the owner of the
vehicle or entitled lienholder for ninety (90) days, and then shall be deposited in a
special fund which shall remain available for payment of auction, towing, preserving,
storage, and all notice and publication costs which result from placing other
abandoned vehicles in custody, whenever the proceeds from a sale of such other
abandoned motor vehicles are insufficient to meet these expenses and costs;

f. It shall be against city policy for any employee of the Bacolod Traffic Authority
Office, either directly or indirectly, to purchase at any sale or acquire in any manner
the ownership at such sale of any vehicle impounded or offered for sale under the

provisions of this Ordinance; 47/
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g. If there is no buyer in an auction sale, a Certificate of Sale shall be issued in favor of
the City Government, and to be disposed in a manner pursuant to law after granting
the owner thereof one (1) month to redeem the same but fails.

. Section 11. - SUSPENSION OF IMPLEMENTATION

The effectivity of this Ordinance; in so far as Section 3 hereof is concerned, shall be
suspended only upon the request of the Mayor with the appropriate approval of the members of
the City Council in order to pave way for the activities of the city government such as Masskara

‘ Festival, Bacolaodiat Festival, and the like, or due to some circumstances which the City Mayor

may deem proper and appropriate.
Section 12. — ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES

The following penalties shall be imposed upon the driver who violated any provision of
this Ordinance as follows, to wit:

FOR ILLEGAL PARKING . A fine of P800.00;
FOR UNAUTHORIZED REMOVAL OF WHEEL CLAMP  : A fine of P4,000.00;
FOR COLORUM OPERATIONS:

FOUR-WHEEL VEHICLES . A fine of P5,000.00;
MOTORIZED TRICYCLES . A fine of P2,000.00.
Section 13. - SEPARABILITY CLAUSE

Should any provision in this Ordinance or any part thereof be declared invalid or
unconstitutional, the remaining provisions not affected shall continue in full force and effect.

Section 14. - REPEALING CLAUSE

All existing ordinances, resolutions, executive orders or regulations and other issuances
inconsistent with the provisions and/or purposes of this ordinance are hereby repealed,
amended or modified accordingly.

Section 15. — EFFECTIVITY

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its approval in accordance with law.

CARRIED BY THE VOTE OF:
Affirmative:
Councilors : Caesar Z. Distrito, Renecito S. Novero, Elmer T. Sy, Ana Marie V.

Palermo, Wilson C. Gamboa, Jr., Dindo C. Ramos, Claudio Jesus

Raymundo A. Puentevella. [/7
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Negative : None.
Official Travel : Vice Mayor El Cid M. Familiaran, Councilors Em L. Ang,
Bartolome N. Orola, Sr. and Sonya M. Verdeflor.
Official Leave : Councilors Cindy T. Rojas and Noli B. Villarosa.
Absent None.
Main Author : Councilor Dindo C. Ramos.
Co-Author : Councilor Cindy T. Rojas.
Passed : May 17, 2017 (46" Regular Session of the 9" Council)
Comments : Passed.
RICARDO L. TAN ™
Acting Vice Mayor
Presiding Officer
ATTESTED:
ATTY. VI /PETIERRE Il
Secr e Sanggunian % :'
APPROVED: _June Zo , 2017. EVELIO R. LEONARDIA
City Mayor
VCP/CLL/jbz PR s
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